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Feeding Hills resident Randy Ennis cap- 
tured this image of the June 1 tornado as it 
passed through Springfield on its rampage 
through Western Mass. This was just one 
of a series of weather-related events resi- 


dents suffered through this year. 
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What hit the headlines i in 201T 


By Jennifer Wroblewski 
Staff Writer 


In many ways, the community of Agawam 
has struggled through 2011 and met the same 
challenges that other communities across the 
state have had: budget shortfalls and poten- 
tial fiscal deficits, politics and uncertainty 
during election season, and perhaps most 
notably, multiple tussles with Mother Nature 
over the course of the last 12 months. 

In the last year, our community has grap- 
pled with a winter full of heavy snowfall, a 
tornado that went on a rampage in Western 
Mass, devastating towns along its 39-mile 
path (including our own) as well as a tropical 
storm that caused even more damage to our 
already weakened trees, and let’s not forget 
October’s snowstorm, which brought with it 
widespread power outages and resulted in a 


multi-million dollar cleanup. 

Despite the struggles, however, residents 
in the region watched with pride as local au- 
thors worked to publish their works of fic- 
tion and nonfiction while local firefighters 
rose to the challenge of raising money for 
the American Lung Association, and — on the 
high school sports level — the town cheered 
when Agawam Boys Volleyball won West- 
ern Massachusetts Division 1 Championship 
by defeating defending champion Chicopee 
Comp.; as the Agawam Lady Brownies 
made it to the Western Massachusetts Divi- 
sion | softball finals and the Agawam Lady 
Brownies Girls Lacrosse made it to the semi- 
finals of the Western Massachusetts Division 
1 tournament. Meanwhile the Agawam Boys 
and Girls Tennis teams both made it to the 
semi-finals of the Western Massachusetts 
Division | tournament. 


Yes, 2011 was a busy year. So as we pre- 
pare for the coming of 2012, we hope you 
enjoy our selection of some of the most sig- 
nificant headlines from the past 52 weeks. 


January 


A Connecticut man was held in connec- 
tion with a robbery of the New Alliance 
Bank in Feeding Hills and other bank rob- 
beries in the area. Police charged Gerund A. 
Mickens of Bloomfield, Conn., with the rob- 
bery, which took place in December 2010. 

The planning board denied subdivision 
approval for Tirone Development at its final 
meeting in 2010. The decision was made af- 
ter months of continued public hearings for 
the four-lot subdivision. 

Three firefighters were injured while bat- 
tling a house fire on Main Street on Jan. 
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10. The fire at 855 Main St. was less than a 
quarter mile down the road from fire head- 
quarters. It caused an estimated $60,000 in 
damages. Fire officials determined the cause 
of the fire was an unattended space heater 
left too close to a wall. 

In response the Jan. 12 snowstorm, the 
Massachusetts Emergency Management 
Agency (MEMA) activated 
the State Emergency Opera- 


2 


tions Center (SEOC), batcda == 
MEMA headquarters in Fram- ===° 
ingham as well as three region’! SS" 
operations centers in Agawam, 2» 


Tewksbury and Bridgewater. The 
storm — which brought 21 inches 
of snow to Agawam — was so in- 
tense that Gov. Deval Patrick de- 
clared a state of emergency. 


Please see 2011, page 3 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 


Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The Agawam City Council 
bid farewell to three outgoing councilors 
during its final meeting of 2011 as President 
Donald Rheault recognized councilors John 
Walsh, Jill Simpson and Jill Messick. 

Three former councilors will return to the 
council on Jan. 3. 

Of the outgoing councilors, Simpson had 
the longest tenure as she served for 18 years. 
She is widely regarded for her passion of 
serving the townspeople, and being a strong 
liaison for the council to the school commit- 
tee. For many years, Simpson headed the 
school budget subcommittee and worked 
hard to create a good relationship between 
the two elected boards, which typically spar 
over the budget each year. 

Simpson said she has seen a lot of change 
and feels like she was able to do much to 
help support the town. 

“T have seen a lot of change come through 
this town since I first joined the council,” she 
said. “I want to thank the citizens for sup- 
porting me throughout the years and it has 
been a privilege and an honor to serve on the 
council.” 

Councilor Dennis Perry, a councilor for 16 
years, said he has watched Simpson through- 
out her tenure and believes she possessed the 
unique quality of bringing an argument to a 
close. 

“You brought a unique style to the coun- 
cil,” said Perry. “You brought passion for 16 
years and your own point-of-view.” 

Messick departs the council but will con- 
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Council bids farewell to 
Walsh, Simpson, Messick 


tinue to serve as a member of the Conser- 
vation Commission, a position that is ap- 
pointed by the city council. Messick was 
instrumental in starting the Energy Com- 
mission, which is comprised of councilors, 
department heads, and town residents and is 
dedicated to helping the town pursue energy 
efficient options. She said the commission is 
her proudest achievement. 

“IT wanted to get the Energy Commission 
up and running,” said Messick. “Energy con- 
sumption is one of our biggest issues and we 
need to be mindful of how we are using en- 
ergy and what options are out there to con- 
serve it.” 

Messick is regarded for her passion what 
we she believes and her preparedness for 
council discussions. 

Council Vice President Robert Rossi said 
he has a lot of respect for Messick and her 
work on the council. 

“T admire your passion,” said Rossi. “Even 
when we were on opposite ends of an issue, 
you stood up for what you believed in. I am 
looking forward to continuing to work with 
you on other issues.” 

Walsh, a retired certified public account, 
served on the council for just one two-year 
term, but made a huge impact in the short 
time period as he headed up the finance sub- 
committee. Several councilors compliment- 
ed Walsh’s leadership and his knowledge 
of finances. He was also lauded from his 
detailed reports of subcommittee meetings, 
which are read into record at regular council 
meetings and considered by the entire coun- 
cil body in making financial decisions. 

“T really admire the things you have done 
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From left, outgoing city councilors John Walsh, Jill Simpson and Jill Mes- 
sick were honored for their service with the council at its final regular 


meeting of 2011 on Dec. 19. 


with the finance subcommittee,” said Coun- 
cilor Joseph Mineo. 

Walsh said he was proud to have been part 
of the council for the two years, and of twice 
helping lead the finance committee to recom- 
mend and pass tax shifts that were slightly in 
favor of the businesses. 

“T really think it was important to help the 
businesses because the town had gotten a 


reputation for not being business-friendly,” 
said Walsh. “This helps make the town more 
attractive for businesses and can help the 
economy here.” 

Walsh is also a Rotarian and a member of 
the Lions Club. 

Paul Cavallo, Cecelia Calabrese and Chris 
Johnson will occupy the three empty seats 
in January. 


give you a hint or two. 


WHERE IS IT? 


Each week Agawam Advertiser News will feature a photo of a local 
building, item, sign, place or landmark and ask readers to pick their 
brains to figure out where it is or even what it is. Check here each 
week to test your knowledge of the area where we live and work. The 
photo will be from either Agawam or Feeding Hills, but we’ll always 


The answer to this week’s “Where is it?” will run in next week’s 
edition along with the name of the first person to submit a correct 
answer and a new trivia photo for you to consider. 

E-mail answers or future Where Is It? suggestions to editor Jennifer 
Wroblewski at jwroblewski @turley.com. 


Turley Publications photo by Connie J. Casagrande 
This week’s “Where is it?” can be found at a place 
that’s a great stop if you’re in need of a quick meal. 
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Last week’s photo: That photo 
can be found at the United States 
Post Office located in both Aga- 
wam and Feeding Hills. 


Practice Makes 


Manchester, CT 06042 


www.riverbendpetcrematory.com 
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A member of The Loomis Communities 


For the past 100 years, Loomis House has been the perfect 
choice for seniors who are interested in worry-free living. 


Why? With independent and assisted living as well 
as skilled nursing care on one campus, health issues 
no longer necessitate stressful moves. 
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2011, from page 1 


The Agawam Piranhas swim team was 
presented with a flag that was flown in Iraq 
for them by the 747th MP Co. Members 
of the Armed Services, the 747th MP Co., 
Mayor Richard A. Cohen and Christopher 
Sparks, director of Agawam Parks and Rec- 
reation, were on hand for the flag-raising 
ceremony Jan. 15. 

Less than one year after they were denied 
reappointment to Agawam Veterans Coun- 
cil for allegedly failing to submit letters of 
interest for the position, Frank Mazzei and 
Christopher Sanchez expressed surprise 
when Cohen solicited their interest in being 
appointed this year. The two were longtime 
members of the veterans council when their 
terms expired last year and they were not re- 
appointed to the positions. 

Agawam resident Rita G. Moore was 
named the 2011 Daniel J. Gallivan Award 
recipient by the St. Patrick’s Committee of 
Holyoke for her contribution to the overall 
success of the annual parade. Moore joined 
the committee in 2001, where she helped 
to market and promote the nation’s second- 
largest annual St. Patrick’s Day parade. 


Tey. 
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February 


While adults were worrying about snow 
removal budgets and messy commutes, lo- 
cal students celebrated what was becoming 
a once-a-week occurrence in Western Mass: 
the snow day. With the spate of storms that 
hit the area in the new year, Agawam used its 
allotted five snow days and officials began 
looking at options to make up those days, 
including possibly eliminating vacations 
scheduled for February and April. 

Agawam High School junior Ashley Casi- 
ello took the top honor at American Interna- 
tional College’s 71st annual Model Congress 
held Jan. 14-16 at American International 
College. Over 250 students from New Eng- 
land and New York debated and voted on 
legislation during the three-day event. Her 
debating skills earned her “Best Delegate” 
and a full four-year scholarship to the col- 
lege. 

Department of Public Works Superinten- 
dent Anthony Sylvia announced to the city 
council that he was resigning from his posi- 
tion to work for Tighe & Bond. Sylvia joined 
the department in July 2009. 
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Feeding Hills residents Amy and Scott Smith sent us this photo of their 
beagle, Daisy with Boston terrier Buster. 
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TOWN OF AGAWAM 


Town Hall employees donned their Bruins attire to celebrate the team’s 


2011 Stanley Cup championship. 


City councilor Joseph Mineo raised con- 
cerns about the issuance of cellular tele- 
phones for Agawam School District em- 
ployees during the council’s Feb. 7 meeting. 
His questioning of the bill met with conten- 
tion from Superintendent of Schools Mary 
Czajkowski over what she viewed as using 
the wrong channels to acquire information 
about the bill. The expenditure was in excess 
of $10,000. 

Following the resignation of the DPW 
director, Mayor Richard Cohen announced 
that he chose Christopher Golba to take over 
as head of that department. Golba has more 
than 30 years of experience working in the 
public works field in the city of Chicopee 
and has worked in Agawam for the past six 
years. He had been the deputy superinten- 
dent of the public works department. 

For 17-year-old Jessica Colson, winning 
the Colleen Contest was a dream come true 
and an unexpected surprise. Colson was 
named the winner and honored as the 2011 


Season's Greetings 
from all of your friends at 
Berkshire Bank! 


As we reflect on what makes us America’s Most Exciting Bank 
and what we are most grateful for this year, the answer is easy — 
it's our customers and communities! 


This year, we've invested $17 million in local non-profits and 
our employees contributed well over 17,000 hours of volunteer 


time in our communities. 


Season's Greetings and Happy New Year! 


Banking products are provided by Berkshire Bank: Member FDIC. Member 
DIF. Equal Housing Lender. Berkshire Bank is a Massachusetts chartered bank. 
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Life is Exciting. 
Let Us Help! 


To learn more, visit us 
anytime at 
berkshirebank.com 


Colleen in a coronation brunch held Feb. 13. 
She outlasted nine other contestants named 
to the final round, which included interviews 
with a panel of judges. She also answered 
a question in front of a live audience at the 
brunch. 


March 


Union contract and overflowing depart- 
ment head salaries could be key targets of 
the Ad Hoc Reorganization Committee, 
which met Feb. 23 at the Agawam Public 
Library. Using the mayor’s $85,000 a year 
salary as a benchmark for comparing other 
salaries in town, committee chairman and 
city councilor Dennis Perry reported that 
several department heads were making more 
than the mayor, including several who make 
in excess of $100,000 per year. 

The Agawam School Department faced 
serious staffing cuts and the addition of edu- 


Please see 2011, page 6 
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Banking - Insurance 
Wealth Management 


Insurance products are provided by Berkshire Insurance Group a Berkshire Bank affiliate: Insurance and 
investment products are not FDIC or DIF insured, may lose value and are not a bank deposit or guaranteed. 


Page 4 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


December 29, 2011 


Opinion 
Our heroes could 
be right next door 


W Je would like to remind our readers 

that the deadline is nearly upon us for 
nominations for recognition at the 10th an- 
nual Hometown Heroes Breakfast sponsored 
by the American Red Cross Pioneer Valley 
Chapter and Columbia Gas of Massachusetts 
at the MassMutual Center in Springfield on 
Thursday, March 15, 2012. 

The Red Cross is looking for local indi- 
viduals (or a group of individuals) who have 
“shown courage, kindness and an unselfish 
character when a friend, family member or 
stranger faced a life-threatening situation” 
or “who have had an extraordinary impact 
on his/her community or fellow man.” 

Given the trying and eventful year that is 
now coming to a close, we know that there 
are so many around Agawam who deserve 
this honor and are this honor and both we 
and the Red Cross would like to hold them 
high as an example of what we can accom- 
plish when we put our differences aside. 
From the various weather-related disasters 
like the tornado and winter storm that have 
beset our town and area to the many commu- 
nity fundraisers and benefits that make our 
town what it is, we know they’re out there 
— we report on them every week. So we hope 
you can spare a few moments to give a nod 
to those around us that have helped save 
lives or protected the quality of life of those 
around them. 

Those who are ultimately honored in 
March will be chosen from among the nomi- 
nees by a committee from the local region, 
including past recipients. The Hometown 
Heroes Breakfast is the largest fundraising 
event for the Pioneer Valley Chapter of the 
American Red Cross, which serves greater 
Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin coun- 
ties, assisting families affected by disaster, 
helping military families relay emergency 
communications to their deployed loved 
ones and providing lifesaving training pro- 
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No designated driver when out partying ? 


grams. 

So, for all these reasons — but mostly to 
celebrate our resolve and dedication as a 
community — please visit the Pioneer Valley 
Chapter’s website at www.redcrosscwm.org/ 
heroes. Time is running out, as nominations 


A ‘whirlwind’ of 


What a difference a year makes! 

At this time in 2010, I was closing out 
my five years as a reporter and anxiously 
awaiting taking over the editorship of 
the Agawam Advertiser News, living in a 
shoebox for an apartment, and spending 
the majority of my free time with my med 
student boyfriend. Fast forward 365 days 
and I’ve got nearly a year under my belt 
as an editor, I’ve moved into a much big- 
ger (more comfortable) apartment, ended 
my relationship and now spend the major- 
ity of my time (both at work and outside 
of work) with my friend Emily, who re- 
placed me as the reporter/photographer at 
my old newspaper. 

Never in my wildest dreams did I an- 
ticipate 2011 would turn out as it has. 

For starters, I don’t think I ever took 
the threat seriously the weather posed to 
our little hamlet of Western Mass. Moun- 
tains of snow is about all ’'d ever worried 
about here, and I reacted appropriately by 
purchasing a shiny new four-wheel-drive 
SUV (perfect for navigating the snowy 
backroads of Monson) a few years ago. 
Today, my car is slightly less shiny, a di- 
rect result of the tornado it survived while 
sitting in my driveway at my old apartment 
in June. The dents and dings incurred dur- 
ing that “storm” serve as a reminder to me 
to be thankful for the things I’m fortunate 
to have today, especially when so many 
people lost not only their cars, but their 
homes. 

In addition to teaching me that valuable 
life lesson, the June | tornado also helped 
me forge new friendships. In covering 
the aftermath in my hometown, I’d spent 
countless hours with my counterparts at 
The Journal Register, walking amid the 


must be submitted online or postmarked 
no later than Dec. 30. And for our business 
community, sponsorship opportunities are 
also available, as a number of leadership 
sponsors like Columbia Gas, OMG, Inc., 
WWIEP, the Republican and Lia Cars have 


rubble, connecting with the residents who 
were affected, and working in the news- 
room to put together that week’s edition. 
The first few days after the tornado were 
emotional (to say the least) but the seeds 
of friendship were sown in the ruins. 
Nearly seven months later, I consider Em- 
ily to be one of my closest friends. 

When Mother Nature bestowed upon us 
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her gift of snow during Halloween week- 
end, it was Emily who provided a place 
for me to stay for nearly a week when I 
(begrudgingly) decided to leave my frigid 
new apartment. 

Yet again, the weather played an im- 
portant role in teaching me a life lesson: 
be thankful for the people in your life 
who love you and are willing to help you 
through your struggles. In moving two 
hours away from my parents and my twin 
brother, I learned how to be independent 
fairly quickly. But independence will only 
get you so far when you have no heat or 
electricity and are more or less homeless 
despite the fact that you actually have a 
home. During those eight long days, sev- 
eral friends offered assistance (food and 
shelter, for instance), while others simply 
checked in to make sure I was OK. It’s 


Ave @GRANLUNDS www.davegranlund.com 


already stepped forward. 

For more information, contact Dawn 
Leaks at leaksd@usa.redcross.org or 413- 
233-1006. 


a year 


comforting to know that there are people 
who care about your well-being and I’m 
still grateful to everyone who helped me 
then. 

I’ve been given the opportunity to ap- 
ply those lessons recently, and have tried 
to “pay it forward,’ so to speak. A few 
weeks ago, my parents faced the difficult 
decision to put down their 16-year-old 
cat, Basia. Anyone who has ever loved a 
pet can understand the devastating sense 
of loss that accompanies that decision, es- 
pecially during the holiday season. Basia 
had been a part of my life since I was 12; 
when my brother and I left home for col- 
lege, she helped to bridge the transition 
for my parents. Without her, they are truly 
experiencing the “empty nest syndrome.” 

Despite the sadness I feel over her loss, 
I have noticed it’s helped me to foster 
a closer relationship with my parents, 
physical distance notwithstanding. I’ve 
taken to calling them more often and have 
welcomed them as guests in my spacious 
apartment — something I couldn’t do at 
my old place. 

Losing my beloved pet has also taught 
me to appreciate those we love — includ- 
ing our four-legged friends — because 
we don’t know for how long we’ll have 
them. 

If there’s one thing I’ve realized these 
last 365 days from my own life and 
from watching those who have struggled 
around me, it’s that life isn’t always easy, 
but we’re never given more than we can 
handle, I hope. Things won’t change over- 
night, but somehow, with time, life moves 
on. Here’s hoping life moves in a more 
peaceful direction for 2012. 

Happy New Year, everyone! 


aan @turley.com. 


Letters to the Editor must include a name, address, and daytime telephone number for author verification purposes. We do not 
publish anonymous letters. All letters are subject to editing for content and space. The deadline is Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. Please send 
letters to Agawam Advertiser News, Letters to the Editor, Attn: Teri Machia, 23 Southwick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 or e-mail 
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‘Voice of Fenway Park’ display at library | Joys for Tots at 


The Agawam Public Library will host a display of collec- 
tions belonging to Carl Beane, “The Voice of Fenway Park,” 
for the month of January beginning Jan. 4. 

Included in the display will be hockey sticks from Gordie 
Howe, Patrick Roy, Bobby Orr and others given to Beane 
by the players themselves. From his collection of baseball 
items, there will be caps from Manny Ramirez, Dice-K, 
Dustin Pedroia, Ted Williams, and Derek Jeter. Other items 
in the display will be jerseys from Wade Boggs, Kevin Gar- 
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nett, Tom Brady, and Bruins goalie Tim Thomas. 

Beane, a native of Agawam, has been in broadcasting 
since 1972. Since 1977, he has covered the Red Sox, Bru- 
ins, Patriots and Celtics. Since 2003, he has been the voice 
of Fenway Park and was behind the microphone in 2004 and 
2007 when the Boston Red Sox won the World Series. He is 
a regular sports columnist for Turley Publications, publisher 
of the AAN. 

Viewing is during regular library hours. 


The Garden Lady answers the last question of 2011 


greens as a Christmas centerpiece and wondered 

if the holly would root in its vase. “The branches 
are loaded with berries! I can just imagine it growing in 
my yard. Is there any chance the stems will form roots 
if I let them sit for a while? If so, about how long will 
it take?” 

Unfortunately, you have a couple of 
things going against you in your at- 
tempt to root holly and grow it in your 
yard. First, the holly you were given 
in your bouquet may very well be from 
a variety that it not hardy in our area. 
Just like cut flowers that are flown in to 
the local florist from far away, the holly 
may very well have been too. In fact, 
I read recently that there are very few 
commercial holly orchards in the east- 
em U.S. 

Secondly, water is not the best medi- 
um in which to root plants, although we 
all have had success using this method 
with ivies, begonias and other common 
houseplants. It is far better to use a root- 
ing medium that will texturally mimic 
the soil in which the plant will grow - 
this only makes sense because inevitably 
the cutting will need to be transplanted. 
Paul Rogers, my good friend and fellow 
horticulturist, coined the term “watery 
roots”- I can just imagine how difficult of a time those wa- 
tery roots would have trying to make their way into real 
soil, with sand, small rocks and such after being used to 
zero resistance. Talk about transplant shock! 

If you’d still like to continue with your science experi- 
ment, re-cut and insert the stems into an appropriate root- 
ing medium such as a mixture of peat and perlite or pine 
bark. Cut just below a node (the bump from which leaves 
form) and gently remove the berries and all but the top 
few leaves. If you can find a rooting hormone suitable for 
semi hardwood cuttings all the better - this will hasten the 


D onna from Hardwick received a bouquet of mixed 
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formation of roots. Just give the stem a quick dip into the 
powder and tap off the excess. Water well and put the 
pot with the cutting into a plastic bag to increase humid- 
ity and keep the stem from wilting - it may help to make 
a tent of sorts so that the plastic doesn’t rest right on the 
cutting. The specimen should go in the shade and with 
any luck roots will form in approxi- 
mately two months, although it may 
take longer. Give it another couple of 
months to form a healthy root ball be- 
fore transplanting into a larger contain- 
er. Once the weather warms plant the 
rooted cutting outdoors into a “nursery 


- bed”- a space in your yard where you 
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can keep an eye on it and easily main- 
tain it for a season or two before finally 
sinking it into its permanent spot. If 
you want to attempt this with cuttings 
from a bush in your yard, the best time 
to harvest the stems is August through 
November. 

Don’t forget that berry production is 
dependent on pollination. Most nurs- 
eries will recommend that you have 
one male for every three females in 
your yard. Further research has indi- 
cated that hollies are rather promiscu- 
ous; some species are more compatible 
with one another than once thought, 
and that pollination can occur with 
plants spaced one-eighth of a mile apart or farther as long 
as honey bees and other insects are out and working and 
flowers are viable. Good luck! Ill be anxious to hear 
how your experiment turned out. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 19 years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food, as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email 
it to journalregister@turley.com with “Gardening Ques- 
tion” in the subject line. 
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eCupcake ................ $9.99 *Bombay Original Gin...... $24,99 Chivas Regal eCranel_ake Tisdale Eg» 
Sutter Home............~ r *Bombay SapphireGin.....834,99 *Bushmill Bik Bsh [ish Whsk $31 ‘99 ¢FoxbrookeVendage So: 


NOTE: Liquor prices are on 1.75 Liters unless noted otherwise. 


Page 5 


McKenna Orthodontics 
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McKenna Orthodontics, of Feeding Hills and 
Chicopee, held its first Toys for Tots collec- 
tion this year. The endeavor was hugely suc- 
cessful due to the generosity of staff, patients 
and their families. Dr. Stephen W. McKenna is 
pictured with some of the donated toys that 
went a long way in making this a very merry 
Christmas for so many deserving children. 


Rotary Club plans year-end review 


The Agawam Rotary Club will meet Wednesday, Jan. 4 at 
12:15 p.m. at Storrowton Tavern with guest speaker Tracey 
Pigeon from the Atrium. 

Check the Rotary out locally at www.agawamrotary.org. 
As Rotarians, they sponsor local scholarships and charities 
and raise money for local, national, and international service 
projects, including the worldwide elimination of polio and 
providing clean drinking water. For more information on Ro- 
tary International, visit rotary.org. 


413 732-3267 
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cational fees in order to maintain a level- 
service budget for fiscal year 2012.The cuts 
would result in increased class sizes, limited 
course offerings, and the unavailability of 
the media center. Cuts would also affect the 
quality of the district’s programs and ser- 
vices. 

It was a test of endurance, but all five 
Agawam firefighters that participated in the 
American Lung Association’s annual Fight 
for Air Climb in Springfield on March 5 fin- 
ished the challenge and raised $500 for the 
charity in the process. 

In preparing his State of the City Address 
to a group of about 50 residents at Agawam 
Senior Center, Mayor Richard A. Cohen said 
he wanted to adhere to the ABCs of writing: 
accuracy, brevity and clarity. And while his 
speech lasted less than 10 minutes as prom- 
ised, he tried to assure residents that the town 
of Agawam was prepared for the future. 

An investigation into the sale of narcot- 
ics in town yielded six arrests, according to 
Agawam Police Lt. Richard Light. Those 
charged were K’Chawn Wright of Spring- 


For the third time since his election, U.S. Sen. Scott Brown, R-Massa- 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


Bourbon Park on March 16. 

The Environmental Protection Agency 
began an investigation into a raw sewage 
leak on Meadow Street in Agawam after the 
DPW found unauthorized excavation over a 
10-inch and 20-inch pressurized waste water 
main. 

In an effort to balance the operating budget 
for fiscal year 2012, Mayor Richard A. Co- 
hen called on the city’s unionized employees 
to forgo their one percent raise for the 201 1- 
2012 contract year. The effort would help to 
maintain resources and staffing, he said. 

Dr. Mary A. Czajkowski was offered and 
accepted the superintendent’s position in 
Barnstable, leaving Agawam in need of a 
new school department head. 


April 


A chimney fire caused in excess of 
$100,000 in damage to a two-story home on 
Barry Street. Though the family was unable 
to return to the home following the fire there, 
fire officials said a majority of their belong- 
ings were salvagable. 


chusetts (second from right), visited Agawam in May to meet with Mayor 
Richard A. Cohen (right) and state Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, R-Southwick 
(left). Also pictured is Agawam City Councilor George Bitzas (second from 


left). 


field; Michael Zanetti of Agawam; Chris- 
topher J. Tessier of Agawam; Daniel S. 
Gomes of Feeding Hills; JeanPaul J. Sicard 
of Feeding Hills; and Nicholas Rodriguez of 
Springfield. 

School Superintendent Dr. Mary A. Cza- 
jkowski was named one of three finalists 
for the superintendent’s job at the Barnsta- 
ble Public Schools. As head of the schools 
since 2002, Czajkowski insisted she was not 
actively pursuing a career change but was 
asked by consultants to look at the Barn- 
stable position. 

Army Spe. Andrew Menard, a combat 
medic with an artillery unit serving in Af- 
ghanistan, was home for his two-week “R 
and R,” during which time his wife, Brigette 
and mother, Lois Menard planned a surprise 
party for him. Since he was home for such a 
short period of time, and with a large family 
whom Brigette knew he would want to see, 
she decided to plan an event in his honor at 


Though the extent of the clean-up costs 
associated with the March raw sewage leak 
was unknown, the town was able to obtain 
approval from the state Department of Rev- 
enue to expend up to $350,000. 

Less than one month after the announce- 
ment that the town’s school department 
would lose its leader in July when Dr. Mary 
A. Czajkowski takes a new position in Barn- 
stable, the department faced another loss: 
that of John Provost, director of special ser- 
vices, who was offered the superintendent’s 
role in North Brookfield. 

Former state Rep. Rosemary Sandlin an- 
nounced that she will run for mayor in the 
fall election. If elected, Sandlin said she 
would study every barrier to attracting new 
businesses. She is the second resident to an- 
nounce an election bid this fall. Walter A. 
Meissner has also declared his intention to 
seek the mayor’s seat. 


SUNSHINE DENTAL CARE 


General Dentistry for Kids & Families 


Winnie Cheung D.M.D. 


g 
@ Southwick’s Family Dentist 


515 College Highway (Rte. 202), Southwick, MA 
For appointment, please call 
(413) 569-1118 © www.sunshinedentalcare.com 
Our Mission “To promote dental health for the 
community and to make children realize that dental 
visits are not fearful, but enjoyable instead.” 


Turley Publications file photos 


Agawam call-volunteer _firefight- 
ers participated in a burn drill at 
Springfield Fire Academy in May. 


May 


After a last-minute postponement of the 
vote on the school department’s fiscal year 
2012 budget, the school committee met 
again April 29 and passed the $34 million 
budget by a vote of 4 to 3. The budget in- 
cludes $1.6 million in cuts. 

The Agawam Fire Department announced 
the retirement of Agawam Fire Chief Ste- 
phen Martin effective May 6. Martin dedi- 
cated over 29 years of service to the depart- 
ment including four years as chief and 12 as 
deputy chief. Following Martin’s retirement, 
Deputy Chief Alan Sirois took over his du- 
ties as acting chief. 

Mayor Richard A. Cohen announced his 
intention to seek another two years in office 
during a re-election fundraiser on May 6. 
Cohen spent 10 non-consecutive years in the 
mayor’s seat. 

The Agawam School Committee voted 
7-0 to approve the appointment of Assistant 
Superintendent William J. Sapelli to interim 
superintendent until Aug. 27, 2012. Outgo- 
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ing Superintendent Dr. Mary Czajkowski 
told the school committee that Sapelli would 
be the best candidate for the position. 

A proposed parking ban in the area of Six 
Flags Amusement Park is not so amusing for 
theme park visitors. The proposal by the city 
council public safety subcommittee, would 
bar non-resident parking on several side 
streets in the area. 


June 


Memorial Day marked a great showing 
of patriotism for Agawam as the town cel- 
ebrated the holiday by honoring the men and 
women who had sacrificed their lives in the 
Armed Forces in various wars throughout 
the years. 

For the third time since being elected to 
the U.S. Senate seat two years ago, Sen. 
Scott Brown, R-Massachusetts, visited Aga- 
wam to meet with Mayor Richard A. Cohen 
and state Rep. Nicholas Boldyga, R-South- 
wick, for a brief tour of the town. During 
that visit, Cohen lauded the regular commu- 
nication that occurs between local, state and 
federal representatives. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, June 1, 
a tornado tore a 39-mile path of destruction 
through Western Massachusetts, includ- 
ing the town of Agawam, damaging homes 
and trees, haphazardly strewing power lines 
across roadways, and forever changing the 
landscape of our rural area. The tornado was 
reported in Westfield around 4:30 p.m. Ac- 
cording to a spokesperson for the National 
Weather Service. It moved through West- 
field, Agawam, West Springfield, Spring- 
field, Chicopee, Wilbraham, Monson, Brim- 
field and Sturbridge, picking up intensity as 
it went with winds as high as 160 miles per 
hour. 

In the aftermath, town officials announced 
that a total of 29 streets were reportedly af- 
fected by the storm. In addition to the 2,500 
people who were affected, Robinson State 
Park sustained heavy damage when the tor- 
nado passed through. With the severity of 
the damage in the area, officials from the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation 
ruled the park was not safe for the public. 

Agawam High School’s graduation at 
Symphony Hall in Springfield was a celebra- 
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Crews were out in full force working to clean up the town following a 


twister that touched down June 1. 


413-746-9800 


For Legal Services 


Criminal Defense Law 
Civil Litigation 


Wills — Divorce 
Real Estate Transactions 
Sales, Refinances, Purchases 


Atty. Anthony C. Bonavita 
BONAVITA LAW OFFICE 


For Appointment in Agawam or Springfield Office 
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tion of the accomplishments and unity of the 
Class of 2011. A total of 293 AHS graduates 
received their diplomas during commence- 
ment exercises on June 12. 

A portion of Springfield Street in Feeding 
Hills was closed June 16 while emergency 
personnel investigated a potential hazardous 
materials situation. Local and state officials 
assisted the FBI in searching an area resi- 
dence for possible dangerous items, but the 
search came up inconclusive. 

The state ethics commission cited Aga- 
wam High School Guidance Counselor Alan 
Cohen for a conflict of interest law violation 
after he reportedly failed to follow hiring 
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procedures for a 2010 summer school hire. 
He paid a $1,000 civil penalty for the infrac- 
tion. 

Mayor Richard A. Cohen received word 
from the Agawam City Council that it will 
approve a $250,000 supplemental budget at 
their August meeting, provided the money is 
going to the Agawam School District to hire 
several teachers that had been cut out of the 
budget. 


July 


A 40-year-old Springfield man was killed 
and a 12-year-old boy was injured in two 
separate holiday weekend accidents. Grego- 


A total of 293 Agawam High School graduates received their diplomas 
during commencement exercises at Symphony Hall in Springfield on 


June 12. 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. 1960’s civil rights 
college organization 
5. Big K store 

9. A slab of lumber 
14. Hilltribe of Thailand 
15. From a distance 
16. Earth color pigment 
17. A gelling agent in 
foods 

18. Plural of sorus 
19. Shabby in 
appearance 

20. Outdoor 

cookers 

23. The immaterial 
part of a person 

24. A single unit 

or thing 

25. Containing salt 
28. Erstwhile 

33. Mimicked 

34. God of the 
underworld 

35. Quick head 
motion 

36. Narrow 

country roads 

38. To become old 


39. Diminished 
light under a tree 
41. Behave 

in a certain manner 
42. Counterweights 
44. 84097 UT 

45. Brie 
communications 
47. Common folder 
color 

49. Hostelry 

50. Section 

of a window 

51. Discrepancy 
between actual and 
stated 

58. Brief 

publicity notice 

59. Elliptical 

60. Racer 
Earnhardt 

61. Attempt 

one more time 

62. A boundary line 
63. Italian Island 
64. Turkish rulers 
65. Secondhand 
66. S. branch of the 
Lower Rhine 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Thick piece of 
something 

2. Dorset ____ chilli 

3. Burn the surface 

4. Border of a pavement 
or street 

5. Party where guests 
wear costumes and 
masks 

6. Ina state of conflict 
7. Not frequently 
experienced 

8. Smart and trim in 
appearance 

9. Commercial 
enterprise 

10. Beaten egg dish 

11. Cain and __ 

12. Bolsheviks 

13. Not wet 

21. Longest division of 
geological time 

22. Italian capital 

25. Arabian greeting 
26. Keep up 

27. Seasons of fasting 
28. Venerated wise men 
29. Lyric poems 
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30. Lake in N. Finland 
31. Object 

built to scale 

32. Excessive fluid in 
tissue 

34. Genus lepus 

37. Understudies 

40. Smooth-skinned 
melon 

43. Hindu god of fire 
46. Rugged mountain 
range 

47. Sent by USPS 

48. Small social insect 
50. Apply a thin coat 
of metal 

51. Horse fly 

52. Wife of Boaz 

53. Headstream of the 
Ubangi River 

54. “Rudolph” singer 
Burl 

55. Celebration 

56. Gaelic name for 
Scotland 

57. Make a ringing 
sound 

58. Women’s 
undergarment 
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Springfield Street was closed by local, state and federal investigators on 
June 16 following a “potential hazardous materials situation.” 


ry Padilla of Springfield died as a result of in- 
juries he sustained in a motor vehicle versus 
pedestrian accident on July 4. Padilla’s death 
came just days after a 12-year-old bicyclist 
was struck on North Street in Feeding Hills 
on July 1. The boy, who was not identified 
because of his age, was taken to Baystate 
Medical Center with serious injuries. 

After nearly five years of assessments 
and planning, the town of Agawam will 
install a new phone system in all town and 
school buildings. The town will save rough- 
ly $150,000 from its original estimate and 
more options will be provided for residents 
and town employees who use it. With all the 
new features, Agawam is expected to save 
$600 a month in phone bills. 

As a teacher for more than three decades, 
Patricia Kallfa had the opportunity to mold 
thousands of young minds and help local 
children develop a love of learning, includ- 
ing the children of several of her students 
from early in her career. She retired at the 


end of the school year from her position of 
kindergarten teacher at Granger elementary 
school. 

The proposed Wendy’s restaurant on 
Springfield Street is still in a state of flux, 
the city solicitor’s office confirmed, but the 
issue is moving forward as the parties in- 
volved move toward a potential trial in land 
court. Wendy’s proposed installing one of 
their popular fast-food restaurants at 1340 
Springfield St., and received support from 
the town. After minor debate, the zoning 
board of appeals granted Wendy’s permis- 
sion to place a drive-thru window on the 
west end of the property abutting Phipps 
Liquor Store, a property owned by Sprocket 
Realty, who filed an appeal to the decision 
in November 2010 and the two parties were 
awaiting that decision. Construction on the 
site was stalled as a result. 

Six weeks after a tornado rampaged 
through Western Massachusetts, cleanup 

Please see 2011, page 8 


#1 Company in Agawam/Feeding Hills 2010 


Contuy, 


#1 in sales volume in Real Estate Transactions for the year 2010 - source MLS PIN 1/1/2010-12/31/2010 


“~-21IHometown Associates 


www.C21HometownAssociates.com 


(2) The Gold Standard (413) 789-1117 & 
357 No. Westfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Looking for a career in real estate? Real Estate Careers Institute 
Call for upcoming class schedules Rose Stanisewski 
Cell: 413-478-8469 ¢ Office 413-439-0225 rose.stanisewski@century21.com 


NEW LISTING 


$343,000 
Many pleasant surprises are found in this beautiful 5-bed, 3.5-bath one 
time ranch now expanded colonial. 2-bdrms are on the 1st floor and the 
remaining 3 on the 2nd floor. The 1st floor defines wide open floor plan 
with an incredible front entry room. The completely renovated kitchen is 
off the back of the home giving more room. This home was designed to 
utilized space to the fullest. Closets galore, huge basement, 2-concrete 
patios, a rear garage door, fenced in yard and so on. #1313179 


$244,900 
This cozy home has a beautiful open living area with surround sound in 
the family room. This winter stay stress free with a roof heater that melts 
the snow away. What a fabulous feature to have in your home here in 
New England. This home also offers other additions including central 
vac, window quilts in bed room & kitchen, gas fireplace in family room, 
porcelain floor in dining area, back up generator, 12x24 shed and an over 
sized garage. Make your appt. today to see this beautiful home! 
#1264247 


NEW LISTING 


$150,000 
Lovingly maintained & updated 3 bedroom 1.5 bath townhouse style 
condo in Sheri Lane Estates. Updates throughout were started two years 
ago and are now complete. This is an exceptional unit that needs to be 
seen to be appreciated. Schedule your private tour! #1321468 


ams 


Homes « Heroes 


$1,400/mth 
Mansion Woods, one of the most sought after condominium complexes in 
all of Agawam is the setting for this 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo. Outside 
enjoy the peaceful park like grounds and double tennis court. Inside you 
get an updated unit with ample room and full basement for your storage. 
This unit is offers quality of living at an affordable price. #1311552 


$288,000 
A true gem in an exceptional area describes this move-in-cond 3-bdrm, 2 
full bath colonial. Amenities include: hardwood & granite counter 
tops/stainless appl/beautiful in-ground pool & patio w a 3 season porch. 
Recent updates: hot water tank/vinyl fence front & rear/stove & dish- 
washer/2nd flr carpets, vanity & flr/pool liner/. Simply put this home is 
extraordinary, pride of ownership radiates through. #1286616 


$350,000 
Wonderfully cared for & updated large colonial w/great extra features on cul- 
de-sac! Beautifully maintained grounds come w/a detached 3rd car 
garage/storage shed w/ electricity, large deck w/built-in benches, spacious 
patio beneath grapevines & above ground pool. Interior features a two-story 
foyer entrance, formal living & dining rooms & huge master suite w/addi- 
tional room attached for use of your choice! Half finished basement area 
with newly built, fully tiled full bath. #1250386 


Home for Heroes is a community-minded company that offers 
considerable savings to heroes when they buy or sell a home. Our 
heroes consist of all military personnel, firefighters, police officers, 
emergency medical personnel, correction officers and teachers. 


Visit Homes for Heroes at www.homesforheroes.com to see for 

yourself how the program can benefit you. George Moriarty is 

your local Homes for Heroes Affiliate. Contact him directly at 
413-330-8328 or email george.moriarty@century21.com. 
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began at Robinson State Park, which was 
closed to the public following the storm. 
An estimated 19 acres of the state park was 
damaged on June 1. 

Mayor Richard A. Cohen and the city 
council not only voted in June to approve 
the school department’s $73.3 million bud- 
get for fiscal year 2013, but also proposed 
to make an additional $250,000 available to 
the school department to restore impending 
teacher and paraprofessional layoffs. The 
unexpected funding came at the end of a 
budget process that at times was heated and 
controversial. 


Giovanni Santaniello, 2, of West- 
field, shows off the fruits of his la- 
bor while picking strawberries at 
Provin Mountin Farms in Feeding 
Hills this summer. 
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If a picture says a thousand words, David 
Cecchi’s most recent Images of America 
series book, “Riverside Park,’ which fea- 
tures over 200 vintage photos, says a great 
deal about the history of Agawam’s former 
amusement park. To celebrate the release of 
the book, Cecchi (chairman of the Agawam 
Historical Commission and member of the 
Agawam Historical Association), scheduled 
a book signing to be held Aug. 11 at the Cap- 
tain Charles Leonard House on Main Street. 

Four months after announcing her inten- 
tion to run for mayor in the fall, Rosemary 
Sandlin was certified as a candidate. As a re- 
sult, a preliminary election will be scheduled 
to determine which two names will appear 
on the November election ballot. Sandlin is 
one of three people — including Incumbent 
Mayor Richard A. Cohen and political new- 
comer Walter A. Meissner III — who will vie 
for the seat in a primary election in October. 

Alicia Perez, an Agawam resident and the 
defendant in a criminal prosecution for tax 
fraud, was detained without bail as a flight 
risk during a hearing on July 29. Perez, who 
pleaded not guilty to all counts against her, 
is alleged to have committed fraud in con- 
nection with a tax preparation business she 
operated around 2007. In order to obtain 
greater tax refunds for her customers, she re- 
portedly began falsifying their claims of net 
business profits. 

An Agawam business owner was indicted 
following a criminal investigation into a 
March sewage-break. On Aug. 10, the Hamp- 
den County Grand Jury returned a three- 
count indictment charging Joseph O’ Malley, 
30, of West Brookfield, with violations of 
the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
and the Massachusetts Clean Water Act as 
well as injury to real or personal property of 
the town of Agawam. 

In an effort to eliminate the adopted extra- 
curricular activity fee for students, the Aga- 
wam School Committee voted unanimously 
at its Aug. 16 meeting to raise the annual 
student fee for parking at the high school 
and impose an athletic fee. The committee 
decided to impose a $100 per sport athletic 
fee (with a $200 yearly cap per athlete and a 
$400 family cap) and a $25 per club/organi- 


We're apples 
to oranges 
—, 


Unlike many daily newspapers, com- 
munity newspapers are thriving for one 
reason alone, we’re local all the time. We 
bring home local news, reach a dedicated 
local audience and enrich each page with 
local advertisers. 

In fact, community newspapers not only 
provide the kind of news that has serious 
meaning in local households — they continue 
to be an important outlet for advertisers, 
knowing that they’re the only source to allow 
“mom and pop” businesses to reach their 
most likely customers. It’s the kind of service 
only a local paper can provide. 

Think about it this way, how many sto- 
ries do you see about your town, the busi- 
nesses that thrive in them or the people 
who live and work next to you, on the pages 


of your daily newspaper? You won’t find 
many. And that’s what makes us different 
and keeps us thriving. Turley Publications 
has long recognized the importance of 
community and remains strongly commit- 
ted to those we serve. It’s not po-ta-toe, po- 
tat-o when it comes to comparing newspa- 
pers, it’s apples and oranges. 


Support your community and shop 


with our advertisers who make 
this publication possible. 


Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 
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Elizabeth Nadeau found the perfect way to stay cool during a summer 


heat wave. 

zation fee for students involved in extracur- 
ricular activities (excluding National Honor 
Society). 


September 


Despite forecasts and reports reporting a 
severe tropical storm (known as Irene), the 
town of Agawam remained largely unaffect- 
ed thanks in large part to the preparedness 
of public safety and public works person- 
nel. About eight inches of rain fell during 
Irene, though no major floods were reported 
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in town. The storm did cause a few downed 
trees and power lines, but power was quick- 
ly restored and no buildings suffered major 
damage, said Mayor Richard A. Cohen. 

The city council unanimously adopted 
a taxable personal property exemption for 
businesses at its Sept. 6 meeting, a change 
that town officials hope will attract new 
businesses to the community and help cur- 
rent businesses save money. The goal is to 
stimulate the economy by creating jobs, add- 
ing to the town’s tax base and hopefully low- 
Please see 2011, page 9 


Agawam students didn’t let a little rain dampen their spirits on the first 
day of school Sept. 6. 
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The Agawam Fire Department mascot, Blaze. 


December 29, 2011 


2011, from page 8 


ering taxes for residents through tax revenue 
raised from businesses. 

Flanked by firefighters, Agawam Fire 
Chief Alan Sirois opened the ceremony for 
the 10th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks. The event was held in front 
of Agawam Fire Headquarters on Main Street 
and attracted one of the largest crowds for 
Agawam 9/11 anniversary remembrances. 

Following the completion of road work 
on Springfield Street, crews will move on to 
Losito Lane, Hendom Drive, Poplar Street, 
Bridge Street, One-If-By Street and Two-If- 
By Lane. The paving project on Springfield 
Street started Sept. 6 and was scheduled to 
take about two weeks to complete. The cost 
of the project was $565,000; paid for through 
Chapter 90 money, a state fund that reim- 
burses communities for repaving, repairing 
and otherwise improving local roads. 

The three candidates for mayor, who 
square off in a preliminary election on Oct. 
11, have very different views on how Aga- 
wam may best promote itself as a business- 
friendly environment. Incumbent Mayor 
Richard A. Cohen faces two challengers for 
his seat: Rosemary Sandlin and Walter A. 
Meissner III. Each have said there is truth 
to one resident’s claim that the town is per- 
ceived as anti-business. For his part, Cohen 
said that notion is misguided. 

If the Agawam City Council approves 
resolutions sponsored by Mayor Richard A. 
Cohen, more local seniors may be eligible 
for tax exemptions. According to Kevin 
Baldini, Agawam’s tax assessor, the mayor 
proposed to change Clause 41 C and Clause 
17 D. The former exemption options would 
allow the town to make adjustments in the 
eligibility requirements seniors must meet in 
order to qualify for a property tax exemption 
under state law. The latter would tie the asset 
limit and exemption amount to a cost of liv- 
ing adjustment as given to communities. 

The sweet smell of apples filled the air at 
the Agawam Historical Association’s second 
annual Apple Festival on Sept. 24. There, 
attendees participated in apple pie baking 
contests and were given house tours of the 
historical Thomas Smith House located on 
North West Street. 


October 


The town of Agawam will receive fund- 
ing from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA) to repair the roof at Aga- 
wam Junior High School in addition to per- 
forming “green” upgrades relieving much 
of the burden on taxpayers to bond the near 
$3 million project. The MSBA announced 
it would give $1.6 million for the proposed 
project. The scope of the work will replace 
the entire roof, windows and doors at the ju- 
nior high. 

Agawam School Committee may seek to 
change how money is distributed from one 
school district into another. A discussion at 
a September meeting over the rising costs 
of special education students prompted Vice 
Chairman Anthony Bonavita to raise the 
idea of seeking a legislative change as a way 
of providing financial relief for the school 
budget. 

Amid accusations of political posturing, as 
well as criticism of limiting the tax base dur- 
ing difficult economic times, the city council 
passed a resolution increasing tax exemption 
amounts for senior citizens residing in town. 
The resolution passed with nine councilors 
in favor and one against. It was proposed 
as a way to help seniors put more money in 
their pockets during tough economic times. 
Just days before voters decided which may- 
oral candidates will compete in the Novem- 
ber election, the three candidates faced off in 
a candidate forum. There, incumbent May- 
or Richard A. Cohen and his challengers, 
Rosemary Sandlin and Walter Meissner III, 
debated issues such as taxes and economic 
development before an audience of 60 resi- 
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Agawam Firefighter/Paramedic Andy Paschenko hoisted the flag dur- 
ing the 9/11 remembrance ceremony held at Agawam Fire Headquarters. 
2011 marked the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks. 


dents. Cohen and Sandlin ultimately beat out 
Meissner to advance to the general election. 

In the aftermath of the June | tornado, one 
Agawam student became a hero to a rival 
school, which was damaged when the storm 
ripped through Springfield. Zachary Saba- 
dosa, a member of the Agawam High School 
varsity baseball team, wrote an essay for a 
writing contest (sponsored by ESPN and 
Powerade) which won rival Cathedral High 
School a $20,000 grant for repairs. 

A total of 18 people, including eight in- 
cumbents, will face off in the November 
town election to fill 11 seats on the Agawam 
City Council, while six people, including 
five incumbents, will run for six available 
school committee seats. 

If the efforts of town officials pay off, 


2 al beet , exer 
(From left) Incumbent Mayor Richard A. Cohen squared off wi 


residents in Agawam and West Springfield 
could benefit from programs offered at a 
YMCA facility in Agawam. According to 
Mayor Richard A. Cohen, a local group is 
working with YMCA of Greater Springfield 
to open a storefront Y-Express in town. The 
group is in the process of drafting a busi- 
ness plan that should be completed in late 
October. The project is one Cohen has been 
working on for nearly two years. 


November 


The town of Agawam was in a state of flux 
for nearly a week when the Halloween storm 
hit the area, causing downed trees and mas- 
sive power outages. In addition to nearly a 
foot of snow, roadways were left impassable 


“i 


ith challeng- 
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ers Rosemary Sandlin and Walter Meissner III during a debate in Octo- 


ber. 
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due to fallen trees and the lack of electricity 
that darkened the town at night caused many 
residents to feel a chill without a source of 
heat. 

While some residents had their power re- 
stored by Monday, a great many more were 
left without for up to a week or more. Fol- 
lowing the storm, town officials wanted to sit 
down with Western Massachusetts Electric 
Company (WEMCO) to discuss what their 
action plan is to address the lack of response 
to the storm. 

Local officials, veterans and residents 
gathered at Veterans Green to celebrate Vet- 
erans Day with a ceremony to thank those 
who have served for their service. Among 
those in attendance were Aldo Mancini, vet- 
erans council chairman; Richard Girard, vet- 
erans services director; state Rep. Nicholas 
Boldyga, R-Southwick; and Mayor Richard 
A. Cohen. 

Students and staff at Agawam High 
School mourned the loss of one of their own 
following the death of a student on Nov. 13. 
Grief councilors were on hand at the school 
to help students and staff who needed it. 

A majority of city councilors approved an 
“in lieu of tax” agreement with Rivermoor- 
Citizens, LLC, which plan to install two 
solar panel arks and sell energy credits to 
the Hood milk factory as well as the town 
at a discounted rate. The agreement did not 
come without a lot of questions, criticisms 
and comments from city councilors, how- 
ever. The mayor, several residents and town 
officials, and seven councilors spoke in favor 
of the proposal, which ultimately passed. 

The city council unanimously approved 
the spending of up to $2.35 million to cover 
the costs of the cleanup associated with the 
Oct. 29 snowstorm. The town should be able 
to recuperate up to 75 percent of the amount 
that it will have to spend on the independent 
contractor hired to go street to street pick- 
ing up tree branches, limbs and other debris 
from the storm left by residents at the curb. 


December 


Local artist Sarah Platanitis was one of a 
number of area residents involved with the 
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition project 
that took place in Springfield earlier in the 
fall, which was aired on televisions Dec. 2. 
Platanitis became involved in the makeover 
of the Walker family home because of a pro- 
fessional connection she had with another 
small, independent business based in Chi- 
copee. Local businesses involved with the 
makeover included Allied Flooring & Paint, 
Floral Concepts by Tom and The Pizza Guy. 

Despite gaining preliminary approval 
from the Community Preservation Associa- 
tion Committee (CPAC), an application from 
Coopers Common for historic preservation, 
rehabilitation and ADA improvements to the 
old Country Squire building on Main Street 
has garnered some objection from the pub- 
lic. Coopers owner Kathleen Gourde is seek- 
ing $130,700 in funding from the committee 
to install a wheelchair lift to accommodate 
handicapped access to the second floor of 
the building as well as an exterior wheel- 
chair ramp and ADA restrooms. Just before 
the council was set to vote on the matter, 
however, Gourde withdrew her request cit- 
ing financial issues with her bank. 

Though not in an official capacity yet, 
Agawam residents should get to know the 
face of state Sen. Michael Knapik, R-West- 
field, who will officially begin representing 
Agawam moving forward after elections are 
held in November. The change is the result 
of redistricting as a result of the population 
shift. 

The Agawam City Council Public Safety 
Subcommittee met to discuss the Halloween 
snowstorm and associated response. The 
committee came up with a number of con- 
cerns. Among them, questions regarding the 
town’s emergency response plan, the loca- 
tion of a command center, and the delay in 
debris pickup. 
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Remembering our vets 
at Quail Run 


Jim Berrelli, director of Veterans Servic- 
es for the town of West Springfield, visited 
Quail Run Estates Sunday, Dec. 18 with a 
sack full of goodies. He was assisted by Lar- 
ry Delgrego, Veterans Council treasurer. 

Berelli thanked the veterans, all former 
West Springfield residents, for their service 
to our country and also shared information 
about veterans’ services available and how 
to access these services. Borelli and Del- 
grego took time to visit with the veterans 


over coffee and desserts provided by Quail 
Run Executive Chef Michelle Bedard and 
the kitchen staff. This meeting and special 
recognition was arranged by Don Hanifin, 
Quail Run Estates community sales leader. 

The public is invited to stop by Quail Run 
for a cup of coffee, tea or hot chocolate, 
fresh fruit, or dessert during the holiday sea- 
son and enjoy the decorations and warmth of 
the fireplace while listening to the music of 
the season. 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Back row, from left, Larry Delgrego, Jim Berelli and Dominic Battista. 
Front row, from left, Mary Dupuis, Joe Dupuis, Ross Marble and Winn 
Pease. Missing from the photo, Ed Miles. 


Christmas tree collection schedule 


The Department of Public Works has 
announced that Allied Waste Services 
will again provide a courtesy collec- 
tion of Christmas Trees on the fol- 
lowing days. 

Routes | and 5, Monday, Jan. 
9; Routes 2 and 6, Tuesday, Jan. 
10; Routes 3 and 7, Wednes- 
day, Jan. 11; Routes 4 and 8, 
Thursday, Jan, 12. 

Christmas trees seven feet 
or larger must be cut in half 
and placed on the tree belt no 
earlier than 7 a.m. of the collection day 
listed above. Trees in plastic bags will not 


ee * 


Cut Fuel Costs *: 
0% Financing 


be collected. Also, it is not the respon- 

sibility of the hauler to dig out trees 
buried in the snow due to plowing or 

excessive snowfall. 

Be aware that the regular trash 
truck will not be collecting trees; a 
separate truck will be running the 
collection on the dates above. 

Should you wish to dispose 

of your tree prior to or after 

your scheduled collection day, 

yard waste passes for Bondi’s 

Island Landfill are available at 

the Department of Public Works Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


0% 
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| Senior Center’s weekly | 


Monday, Jan. 2: Senior Center Closed 
in observance of New Year holiday. 
Tuesday, Jan. 3: 8:30 a.m., S.H.LN.E. 
| (by appt.); 9 a.m., Knitting, Sewing; 12:30 
p.m., Ladies Billiards, Movie (“The Ten- 
der Trap”); 1:30 p.m., Mah Jongg; 4:15 
p.m., Yoga; 6 p.m., Beginners Line Danc- 
ing; 6:30 p.m., Evening Sewing Class. 
Wednesday, Jan. 4: 8:15 a.m., Weight 
Training, Yoga; 9:45 a.m., Gentle Yoga; 
| 12:30 p.m., Bridge; 1:30 p.m., Chapter 
2 Meeting; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna; 
6 p.m., Evening Line Dance; 6-8 p.m., 


calendar of events 


Western Mass. Genealogy Group Meet- 
ing. 

Thursday, Jan. 5: 9:30 a.m., Quilting; 10 | 
a.m., Line Dancing II; 12:30 p.m., Bridge; | 
1 p.m., Pitch; 1:30 p.m., Open Art Class; 

2 p.m., Melody Band; 6:30 p.m., Pitch; 7 
p.m., Autism Support Group. | 
Friday, Jan. 6: 9:15 a.m., Oil Painting; 
9:30 a.m., Hand and Foot Card Game; | 

11:15 a.m., Yoga; Noon, Canasta; | p.m., 
Cribbage; 5 p.m., Zumba with Donna; | 
7:30 p.m., Applause Series at the Library 
(free). 


, Agawam Senior Center lunch menu | 


Monday, Jan. 2: Senior Center closed 
| in observance of New Year’s Day. 

Tuesday, Jan. 3: Minestrone soup, 
| grilled chicken salad, cold plate, pears. 

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Country pie, three- 
LE 


bean salad, baked good. 
Thursday, Jan. 5: Chicken stir-fry with | 
brown rice, stir-fry vegetables, pudding. 
Friday, Jan. 6: Baked fish, scalloped | 
potatoes, spinach, mixed fruit. 
eee | 


Senior Center Friends plan Jan. 4 meeting 


The Friends of the Agawam Senior 
Center will meet Wednesday, Jan. 4 at 10 
a.m. in the dining hall of the Senior Cen- 
ter. This is an important meeting. Friends 
are halfway in their fundraising efforts 


and are still looking for donations for the 
senior bus. 

To make a donation, send it to Friends 
of the Agawam Senior Center, c/o J. Emile 
Coté, 954 Main St., Agawam, MA 01001. 


Notes from the Music Room 


By Darcy Davis 


Irecently attended the Christmas con- 
cert put on by the Agawam High School 
bands. It was not just one group, but the 
full symphony band along with several 
of the smaller groups within that most 
impressive organization.  In- 
cluded also was the 17-member 
jazz/swing band that presented 
several well-received selections. 

The auditorium was almost 
completely filled as was most 
deserving, and the variety of se- 
lections offered something for 
everyone. To clarify the presenta- 
tions, the first group was the percussion 
ensemble of 20 students and I have never 
seen a more impressive collection of ma- 
rimbas, vibraphones, xylophones, snare 
drums, bass drums, tympani chimes, 
bells and other smaller percussive instru- 
ments and they did themselves proud. 

Another smaller group of about 25 


consisted of the first-year members of 
the band and those scheduled as a class. 
They made a very nice little band them- 
selves. The other, older members of the 
full ensemble is known as the Symphon- 
ic Winds and they also presented a few 
impressive selections. 

The combined full ensemble 
of about 90 musicians com- 
pletely filled the stage and was 
an impressive conclusion to 
a really great evening of band 
music. The printed program 
for the band events for the year 
is also an outstanding piece 
of work with a full cover and 

many pictures, along with general infor- 
mation. I will keep a copy of it in the 
Music Room and the public is invited to 
come in to see it. 

This group of musicians is involved in 
about 20 programs during the year and 
the public should not miss the next local 
performance. 


The Agawam Police Department respond- 
ed to 346 calls from Dec. 20 to Dec. 27. The 
department made six arrests. Those arrested 
will appear at a future date in Westfield Dis- 
trict Court and are innocent until proven 
guilty. 


Tuesday, Dec. 20 
James F. Forti, 45, of 111 Coyote Circle, 
Feeding Hills, was arrested on charges of op- 
erating under the influence of liquor; operat- 
ing to endanger based on negligence; failure 
to yield at intersection; and possession of 
open container of alcohol in motor vehicle. 


Wednesday, Dec. 21 
Rodney McCants, 44, of 10 Chestnut St., 
Apt. #3102, Springfield, was arrested on 
charges of failure to stop/yield; and operat- 
ing motor vehicle with license revoked as 
HTO. 


Follow us on 


=~) Public Safety 


Ty Mann, 18, 122 Bliss St., West Spring- 
field, was arrested on charges of disorderly 
conduct; and trespass. 


Friday, Dec. 23 
George P. Andretsopoulos, 43, of 308 Re- 
gency Park Drive, Agawam, was arrested on 
a warrant. 


Saturday, Dec. 24 
Joseph J. Kroll IV, 22, of 1187 Springfield 
St., Agawam, was arrested on a warrant. 


Tuesday, Dec. 27 
Ramsey S. Cohill, 30, of 151 Allen St., 
Holyoke, was arrested on charges of operat- 
ing a motor vehicle with license suspended; 
and speeding. 


Editor’s note: The Agawam Fire Dept. in- 


cident log for the week of Dec. 20 to 27 will 
appear in the Jan. 5, 2012 issue of the AAN. 


facebook. 
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Santa, is that you? 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Performing for friends and family, and on 
the look-out for Santa at the Festival of 
Trees held at Tower Square in downtown 
Springfield are, from left, Megan Fitzgerald, 
Donna Carrier, Ave Elais and Emily Scott, 
students at the Mary Ann Studio of Dance 
in Agawam. 


Cats, kittens ready 
for adoption 


WESTFIELD - The Westfield Homeless Cat project, 
a no kill rescue organization, has many cats and kit- 
tens ready for adoption. Adult cats are adopted at no 
charge to qualified homes that make a monetary dona- 
tion of their choice to this rescue organization. During 
January, adoptions will be held at 1124 East Mountain 
Road, Westfield, Thursdays from 4 to 7 p.m., Satur- 
days from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sundays from noon 
to 3 p.m. The adoption process includes completing 
an application that is screened. Prospective adopters 
should email denisesinico@hotmail.com to get an ap- 
plication in advance. For more information, email this 
address or call (413) 568-6964. 


Prevention is superior to treatment 
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The girls of Agawam Daisy Troop 11630 with girls 
from all four elementary schools in town, did two very 
special things this holiday season. They went to a local 
television station and delivered Toys for Tots and while 
there, did a live weather forecast along with a tour of the 
station, talking to several of the staff there. 

The following week, they went to the Sisters of the 
Poor Saint Joseph nursing home and sang Christmas car- 


ols to the residents. The girls each made several drawings 


Daisy Troop reaches out at holiday time 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Members of Daisy Troop 11630 stopped to do a weather forecast while delivering Toys for Tots 
at a local television station recently. 


and passed them out afterwards and spent time talking 
with the residents. 

Troop members include Alyssa Gouvan, Kennedy 
Palmer, Hannah Manning, Bailey Gervais, Cora Edwards, 
Madison Bourgeois, Emily Quinones, Kiera Shannon, 
Guila Perella, Gianna Quick, and Paige Cook. The girls 
enjoyed helping other children and putting a smile on the 
faces of residents at the nursing home. Troop Leaders are 
Pam Gouvan and Jennifer Palmer. 
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Flurry of 


oF Art Flan 


Samantha LaPlante stands beside her “City Streak” imprinting, while Kaytee Crane show- 
cases her self-portrait she created using pencils. 


Kevin Urban proudly displays his oil bar picture of Frank 
Sinatra. 


Caley McCaslin would like to attend college in Boston after graduation displays a colored 


encil piece of Cape Cod. On the right, Riley Hellstein stands next to her piece that she z : 2 
ie Re ie ored pen met forcrente: g y : Artfully crafted pieces impressed attendees. aaa 


oe — AGAWAM —Weeks 
—— — before the holiday bells 
' 1, = started ringing, students 

from Agawam High 
School decked the halls 
with boughs of artistry 
for the annual Winter these 
Arts Festival. Students 
showcased their ingenu- 
ity and skill in the form of 
sketches, sculptures, pot- 
tery and more on Dec. 8. 


bp ke 
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Amber Greene, a junior, created “Dream Catcher” using Tyler Templeman, a Senior, will be taking his artistic eye to 
print making techniques. new heights when he pursues a career in architecture. 


Brittany Smith showcases 
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re = | 
Erek Brown created his polar bear out of plaster, while Casandra Land created “Frank” who was 
headed to the movies. 


Xaeli Howard stands by her oil bars picture of classic 
‘ilm start Audrey Hepburn. 


ot to hand it to the creative students who molded 
ster creations. 


Elizabeth Caraccioli (left) used “print making” for her final piece of John Lennon. Hope Murphy 
(right) enjoys art as a hobby and her ‘Janis Joplin” piece was created with oil bars, but plans on 
attending Medical school in Boston after graduation. 


Turley Publications photos 
by Connie J. Casagrande 


Will Marshall created an incredible picture with col- 


c : The young artists used many materials to create 
ored pencils of his teacher’s home as a present. 


unified pieces. 


colored pencil picture. 
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Lady Brownies roll past Cathedral 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - In their third strong effort 
of the season, the Agawam girls basketball 
team picked up a 63-35 victory over visit- 
ing Cathedral on Monday night in the only 
game played the night following the Christ- 
mas holiday. 

Agawam had three players score in dou- 
ble digits and played very well on defense 
and on the boards on both ends of the court. 
The Brownies also made better shots in the 
matchup. 

They raised their record to 1-2 for the 
season after suffering losses against West 
Springfield and Central, both very strong 
programs this season. 

Against Cathedral, Alycia Rackliffe led 
the way with 14 points and Margaret Fraw- 
ley and Samantha Howe each scored 12 


points a piece. 

Five others would score in the game for 
Agawam, making it a great all-around offen- 
sive effort the Brownies. 

The Brownies would take an 18-8 lead to 
end the first quarter, capping off one of their 
best opening performances of the season. 
One of the biggest contributing factors to the 
early scoring was great shooting on the free 
throw line. During the first half, Agawam 
went 9 for 12 from the free throw line. 

The Brownies also sank three 3-pointers in 
the opening half, including one from Rack- 
cliffe, who opened the game with a great shot 
from the far right. Cathedral returned with 
a two-point field goal, which was reversed 
from an original three-point field goal. 

From there, Agawam’s offense went on a 
tear that saw them build a 13-5 lead. 

But things got even better in the second 
quarter even though Agawam only managed 


Please see BASKETBALL, page 15 


Turley Publications photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Alycia Rackliffe is guarded heavily while trying to make a Agawam’s Alyssa Piotrowski makes a free throw during the first quarter 
of the Lady Brownies win over Cathedral Monday night. 


shot. 


Tigers hold off Agawam comeback attempt 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - The rivalry between the Holyoke and Aga- 
wam High School hockey teams continues as Holyoke be- 
comes South Hadley and the two teams renewed acquain- 
tances two days before Christmas. 

The result remained the same for Agawam, unfortunately, 
as they fell 3-2 to the newly-named Tigers. The score result 
was very familiar for the Brownies. The 3-2 score was the 
same in the last two Western Massachusetts Division 3A fi- 
nal. 

The game didn’t reflect a typical Agawam-South Hadley 
matchup as the Tigers owned possession and the shot advan- 
tage for much of the first half of the game and built a strong 
3-0 lead before the buzzer sounded for the end of the first 
period. 

Chris Menard scored two goals for the Tigers during that 
first period, a couple of impressive scores that really got the 
South Hadley crowd going. 

The first score came with just over a minute in the game. 
Menard would work around a couple of defenders and sneak 
a shot into the left side of the goal. The crafty wrist shot 
made it 1-0 South Hadley. 

About four minutes into the game, Menard took the puck 
and made his way down the ice. He was met by an Agawam 
defender’s stick and fumbled the puck. Menard managed to 
recover from the play and advanced to the goal and made a 
great shot to the upper left of the goal to make it 2-0 South 
Hadley. 

The third goal came several minutes later with 3:59 re- 
maining. This time, it was a power play goal for the Tigers 


= 
Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


South Hadley’s Doug Sattler faces off against an 
Agawam center. 


that led to the score as Doug Sattler made a great shot on a 
set play. 

Sattler was waiting on the right side of the Agawam goal 
and took a pass from Menard that made it through several 
players. Sattler received the puck and one-timed it into the 
open part of the net. 

South Hadley made 14 shots in the first period, but Aga- 

Please see HOCKEY, page 16 


Agawam Soccer 
launches online 
registration system 


AGAWAM - Agawam Soccer Association has had a 
busy winter improving many aspects of the organization 
to include new online registration system, new website, 
and overhaul of in-town playing structure. 

The main part of the work put in by the association 
was the commitment to introduce a fully online regis- 
tration and team management program that wil stream- 
line registrations and help organize all functions of the 
entire organization. The program was necessary due to 
the large amounts of registrations and to organize and 
produce an improved playing experience for the players 
in the league. 

“We had to make some changes to the registration 
process,” said league president Brian Regnier, “We have 
had an enormous amount of paper to organize. We reg- 
ister over 1,000 kids per season and it just got to be too 
much for volunteers to keep organized. We have a sys- 
tem in place that will really help us and take us to the 
next level as an organization.” 

The system that is being used is fully done online at 
www.agawamsoccer.org. Parents can log onto the web- 
site and create an account under the “sign up” tab on the 
site. From here the parents will enter all the information 
on the player and parents. 

Please see SOCCER, page 16 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli 
Turley Publications 
Sports Correspondent 


AGAWAM - For the second straight sea- 
son, Agawam grappler Patsy Basile is off to 
a strong start and has just a couple of losses 
on the season while picking up some im- 
pressive wins against quality opponents to 
start the year. 

Basile has a great presence on the mat and 
is a contender once again for the Western 
Massachusetts Division | championship. He 
will compete at 126 pounds under the new, 
revised weight classes for this season. 

Basile is the choice to be the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News Athlete of the Week. 

Wrestling since he was in first grade, 
Basile went through the Agawam Youth 
Wrestling program and participated in sev- 
eral tournaments, winning some local re- 
gional tournaments. 

He said wrestling was a family activity, 
and some they wanted him to try. 

“My cousins were wrestling and they 
thought it would be good if I tried it,” said 
Basile, who also plays lacrosse and foot- 
ball. 

Basile entered the high school as a mem- 
ber of the junior varsity and competed in 
several matches at 103 pounds that were 
dubbed as JV contests taking place before or 
after dual meets. When graduation opened 
up several weight classes, Basile started 
competing for the varsity at 125 pounds last 
year as a sophomore. 

Basile picked up several impressive wins 
and made it to compete for fifth place in the 
sectional championships, but was forced to 
forfeit due to a concussion he suffered dur- 
ing the tournament. 

This year, he is back and says he’s looking 
forward to trying to place in the top three in 
his weight class. He says a wrestler from 
Putnam has a good chance of winning the 
title, and he needs to finesse the strong grap- 
pler to beat him for the first time. 

Basile is all about his starts on the mat, 
saying two positions work for him while one 
leaves him vulnerable. 

“T do well when I’m in the up position or 
neutral,” said Basile. “But I have a tough 
time if I am in the down referee’s position.” 

Basile says his team has a lot of great ex- 
perience at several weight classes that makes 
up for the lack of depth at some others. He 
believes his team has a great chance at get- 
ting back into the team tournament this sea- 
son. Agawam was the sixth seed last year 
and lost in the quarterfinals. 

Basile plans to attend college and says he 
is considering the University of Massachu- 
setts. He is unsure of what career path he 
may follow. 
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ATHLETE of the Week 


Basile looking to bring home 
Western Mass crown 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Wrestling since he was in first 
grade, Patsy Basile went through 
the Agawam Youth Wrestling pro- 
gram and has won some regional 
tournaments. 


PVIAC fall all-stars 


The following athletes from Agawam 
were named to their respective sports all- 


star squad. 
NAME SPORT 
Mike Andre Cross Country 
Megan Dustin Cross Country 
Gina Lopez Cross Country 
Ashley Monohan Cross Country 
Hailey Piotrowski Cross Country 
Tyler Roberts Cross Country 
Brooke Walsh Cross Country 
Jillian Newton Field Hockey 
Kristina Kopyscinski Field Hockey 
Lauren Brodeur Field Hockey 
Megan Cecchi Field Hockey 
Steve DePalma Football 
AJ Efstratios Football 
Cian O’ Sullivan Boys Soccer 
Mike Cortese Boys Soccer 
Kyle Multi Boys Soccer 
Collin Ritter Boys Soccer 
Riley Hellstein Girls Soccer 


Girls Soccer 
Girls Soccer 


Leah Dominique 
Kara Peters 


Leis! Bard Girls Soccer 
Sam Butt Girls Soccer 
Alycia Rackliff Girls Volleyball 


BASKETBALL, from page 14 


to grab 10 more points. It was the defense, 
which held Cathedral to just one layup with 
45 seconds remaining in the second quarter 
that was most impressive for the Brownies. 

Agawam led 28-10 at halftime. 

Their offense picked up right back up dur- 
ing the third quarter as they another 18 spot 
on the scoreboard followed by 17 points in 
the fourth. 

Cathedral managed to get some offense in 
during the third, but were held to single dig- 
its in the fourth as Agawam’s bench played 
some good defense. 

The Panthers were led by Taylor Rooney 
with 14 points. 
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The Brownies suffered a tough loss against 
Central last Thursday night, losing 41-25. 
While the Brownies had trouble scoring in 
the game and were held to single digits in 
each quarter, Central was limited in their 
scoring as well, with Agawam’s playing the 
Golden Eagles as tough as they can. 

The Brownies will next take the court to- 
night at 5:30 p.m. at East Longmeadow. The 
boys game at East Longmeadow will follow 
the girls at 7 p.m. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


Turley Publications photo by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Agawam’s Paige Preston attempts to guard a Cathedral forward. De- 
fense was the key to Agawam’s first win of the season. 


Sports Calendar 


Discount hockey tickets available at 
Parks and Rec. 

AGAWAM - The Agawam Parks and Rec- 
reation Department is offering discount tick- 
ets to the Springfield Falcons hockey games. 
A discounted one-price voucher can be pur- 
chased for $11 each at the Parks and Rec- 
reation Department and may be exchanged 
at the Falcons box office at any time for the 
home game of your choice. 

For Springfield Falcons team information 
and schedule, visit falconsahl.com. 

To purchase vouchers, go to the Parks and 
Recreation Department at 1000 Suffield St. 
or call 821-0513. 


AHS Alumni Hockey Game scheduled 

AGAWAM - The annual Agawam High 
School Alumni Hockey Game will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 31 at 11 a.m. at Cyr Arena 


1* 1500 Fans receive Falcons Foam Finger 


PPesenved Du 


pws Gus Coelho FREE Bike Giveawa! 


located in Springfield’s Forest Park. 

The game is open to any and all former 
AHS hockey players. 

Anyone interested is asked to RSVP by 
Dec. 15 to agawamhockey @hotmail.com 
and send the $25 fee payable to the Agawam 
Hockey Booster Club, c/o 248 Pearl St., En- 
field, CT 06082. 


Winter brochure now available 
AGAWAM - The Agawam Parks and Rec- 
reation 2012 Winter Brochure is now avail- 
able online at www.agawam.ma.us. 


To get your organization’s information 
placed in the Agawam Advertiser News, con- 
tact Sports Editor Dave Forbes at 413-283- 
8393 ext. 237 or send an email to dforbes@ 
turley.com. 
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wain’s defense would play very well during 
the second and third periods to help get the 
Brownies back into the game. 

The Brownies would score single tallies in 
each period. Both of those goals came from 
Corey Jenks, who has been on fire since the 
season started. He managed to get past South 
Hadley’s Devin Hoagland, who made 28 
saves for the Tigers. 

Jenks has now scored six of Agawam’s 10 
goals in four games this season. 

Agawam dropped to 2-2 this season while 
the Tigers advanced to 4-0. The two teams 
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are not in the same league and will not meet 
again in the regular season. South Hadley, 
the former Holyoke, has four playoff wins in 
four consecutive seasons against Agawam. 

The Brownies play a road game against 
West Springfield Friday at 4:30 p.m. at the 
MassMutual Center in Springfield. Anyone 
attending the game can pay $10 and see both 
the Brownies and later, the Springfield Fal- 
cons. 


Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon- 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@ turley.com. 


Two Agawam players pursue South Hadley’s Spencer Nawrocki. 
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The information will be used to create 
rosters, give coaches contact information, 
and create a communication tool for the or- 
ganization to communicate with all of the 
members. It will also give the league full 
control over the player’s status and team as- 
signment. 

Parents will be able to sign-up online and 
pay with a credit card for a small fee, or sign 
up online and mail in a check. Parents mail- 
ing in checks will only be guaranteed a spot 
if the check is received within five days of 
the deadline for signups. 

The security on the website is state-of- 
the-art and designed exclusively by Whalley 
Computers. 

One main issue the organization was hav- 
ing was the enormous amount of late regis- 
trations. 

“We had 40 percent of the league signup 
past the registration deadline in the fall,” ex- 
plained Regnier. “It caused major issues in 
the league from coaches, to adding teams, 
to lack of uniforms. It’s like nothing I have 
ever seen. It hurt the playing experience for 
some players because we had to overload 
some teams to not turn players away. This 
system will set limits for teams and once its 
full there won’t be any more registrations. 
The only way to guarantee a spot is to sign 
up on time. We are going to set the amount 
of teams on the deadline and from there we 
will just fill in open roster spots so signing 
up on time will be important unless we have 
room to add players.” 

Agawam Soccer has also redone a web- 
site that will add many new functions to 
modernize the league. The website is still 
under construction as volunteers continue to 
train on the site, but the main components 
are in place and players are able to register. 
The website will include on line schedules, 
league updates, and team pages. The system 
will be much easier for coaches to update 
and maintain. 

The website’s many tools will help mod- 
ernize and gown the association’s communi- 
cation within the league. 

One of the biggest changes to the league 
will be in the in-town structure and playing 


fields that will be changed in the spring. 

“We had to make some changes,” said 
Regnier. “The game of soccer is fun and dy- 
namic and we plan on emphasizing that this 
upcoming season.” 

The league will adopt the playing struc- 
ture recommended by U.S. Youth Soccer and 
fully implement them into the Agawam Soc- 
cer program. 

“We had many meetings with profes- 
sionals and spent many hours on trying to 
improve the playing experience and devel- 
opment of our players. How do we keep it 
fun and teach them more. The more we re- 
searched the more we came to realize that 
U.S. Youth Soccer already had it figured out, 
so we implemented it.” 

The main changes will be that the Pre- 
K and K league will be 3 versus 3 with no 
keepers and U7 and U8 will be 4 versus 4 
with no keepers. 

“This is the universal system for teaching 
the game. More touches on the ball, more 
goals, and less rules,” said Regnier. “The 
emphasis will be in the development, and 
constant playing of the game. It’s going to be 
very exciting to watch and the kids will have 
a blast. They will get so much better and not 
even realize it is our expectation.” 

The new structure and rules will be for- 
matted on the new website prior to the start 
of the season and coaches will have a meet- 
ing prior to the season to go over what they 
will be and how to manage them. 

Agawam Soccer as a whole has seen a 
large surge in numbers and in success. 

The youth organization has had record 
numbers and has grown over the past few 
seasons. The Pioneer Valley teams have had 
much success in developing players and with 
team success this past fall. This past fall play- 
offs saw five Agawam teams in the Western 
Mass playoffs with both the U14 girls and 
boys reaching the Division 1 finals. The girls 
captured the Division | title in penalty kicks 
while the boys lost a heartbreaker in sudden 
death penalty kicks. The high school teams 
saw both the girls’ and boys’ varsity teams 
make the Western Mass Tournament with the 
girls upsetting Ludlow and the boys falling 
valiantly to Amherst. 


You can now purchase photographs from the 
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Browse through all the photos taken by our staff photographers that 
appear in our paper each week. You'll also be able to view and purchase 
many photos that didn’t make it into print. 


Click 
HERE To 


Photos 


Visit www.turley.com click 
erthiyg on Newspapers then click on 


our photo button. 


December 29, 2011 


Pe 


y 


Cc 
a 


’ 
‘% 
aa 

_— 


Turley Publications photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


Three Agawam players protect goalie Anthony Ascioti. 


by Carl Beane 


Lockout did nothing to help NBA 


ello ladies and gentle- 

men boys and girls and 
welcome to the Beanepot. 
Here’s hoping you all had a 
great Christmas or whatever 
holiday you celebrate. We 
will turn our attention this 
week to the Boston Celtics. 
If you haven’t been staying 
current with them they are 
really in a tough spot thanks 
to that ridiculous lockout 
carried on recently by the NBA. 

During the work stoppage the league 
had a chance to change the entire struc- 
ture of the set up on how teams are put 
together. In earlier columns it was dis- 
cussed that the opportunity to force a 
hard cap in order to put some sanity was 
there and it was not even addressed. 

Here is the problem: there are teams 
that will never get better due to the fact 
that athletes simply do not want to play 
and live there. I don’t mean places like 
say Milwaukee or Detroit, but even such 
a storied franchise such as Boston. Why? 
Simple, the six or eight players that can 
have a huge impact on a team all want to 
play in L.A. so they can get a reality show 
and warm weather. Same holds true with 
Miami with the lure of babes, big bucks, 


Follow us on 


extra money and weather gets 
it done. Boston has great his- 
tory, a great coach and great 
fans BUT it isn’t Hollywood 
or South Beach. Enticing 
great players to come to Bos- 
ton is virtually impossible so 
when Ray Allen, Paul Pierce 
and Kevin Garnett are done, 
so are the Celtics for the fore- 
| seeable future 

So if this is what is going 
to happen to Boston, think of what the 
future holds for Portland or Oklahoma 
City or Utah just to name a few. I can 
tell you this, it isn’t promising at all. The 
NBA is hemorrhaging money and if this 
isn’t somehow put under some kind of 
player control the pro sport can and will 
fall apart. If that happens the players will 
be the ones to suffer along with the fans 

and that would be a shame. 

Lastly I want to take a moment to thank 
all the readers of this spaced every week. 
I appreciate your comments. Whether 
you agree or disagree with what is writ- 
ten I learn from you all. Please have a 
safe and Happy New Year. Amen 

Carl Beane can be reached at cbeane@ 
carlbeane.com or via his website www. 
carlbeane.com. 


facebook. 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 


Hand-Made 
Quality 
Factory-Direct 
Prices 


Made In Our Factory 
Sold In Our Showroom 
You Save!!! 
Sigma Mattress Factory 
9 Garden Street 


Feeding Hills, MA. 01030 
.SIGMAMATTRESS.COM 
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MICHAEL H. DONAHOE 


Michael H. Donahoe, of Agawam, died 
Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011 surrounded by 
family and friends in Baystate Medical Cen- 
ter. Mike was born in Norwich, Conn., the 
son of Joseph and Mary (Woods) Donahoe. 
He grew up in Norwich and has lived in the 
Springfield area most of his life. A graduate 
of Canterbury Prep School in New Milford, 
Conn., he went on to graduate from Provi- 
dence College and received his master’s de- 
gree from Springfield College. Mike was the 
former Director of Alcohol- 
ism and Drug Services and 
also served as a counselor 
with the program. He was 
a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Mental Health Association and Friends of 
the Homeless. Mike retired from the United 
States Army Reserve as a lieutenant colonel 
after 20 years of service. He leaves his wife, 
Mary (Begley) Donahoe; a son, Christopher 
Michael Donahoe of Hawaii; a daughter, 
Mary Elisabeth Stock of San Diego, Ca- 
lif.; two sisters, Sheila Connell of Norfolk, 
Va. and Catharine Smith of Destin, Fla.; 
and six grandchildren, Alexander, Michael, 
Emileigh, Hannah, Rylie and Cambell. Be- 
sides his parents, Mike was predeceased by 
his sister Jo-Ann Shirer, who died Dec. 9, 
2011. Services were held at West Springfield 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home with private 
burial in the Massachusetts Veterans Memo- 
rial Cemetery. Donations may be made to 
the Friends of the Homeless, 755 Worthing- 
ton St., Springfield, 01105 or to the Mental 
Health Association, 995 Worthington St., 
Springfield, MA 01109. 


EVELYN KOZIOL 


Evelyn Koziol, 54, of Agawam, passed 
away peacefully following a courageous 
battle with cancer Saturday, Dec. 24, 2011 at 
home surrounded by her loving family and 
friends. Born April 19, 1957 in Chicopee, 
she is the daughter of Helen M. (Cassidy) and 
the late Joseph T. Kennedy. She was a home- 
maker most her life, and resided in Agawam 
since 1988. Evelyn is survived by her loving 
husband Bob; and son Bobby, both of Aga- 
wam. She will also be missed by her sis- 
ters Nora Lafortune and her husband, Craig 
of Granby, and Ellie Kennedy-Vigness of 
Abilene, Texas; her mother, Helen Kennedy 
of Granby; brother-in-law Ed Koziol and his 
wife, Helen of Montgomery; devoted com- 
panion Rocky; several nieces, nephews and 


other loving relatives and friends. A funeral 
service for Evelyn will be held Friday, Dec. 
30 beginning at 9 a.m. from Colonial Foras- 
tiere Funeral Home, 985 Main St., Agawam 
with a Liturgy of Christian Burial, to be cel- 
ebrated at 10 a.m. in St. John the Evangelist 
Church, Agawam. A private interment will 
be held at the convenience of the family. 
Calling hours will be held from 4-8PM on 
Thursday, Dec. 29 at the funeral home. 


ANNA J. MOLTA 


Anna J. (Wojtowicz) Molta, 100, of Aga- 
wam, died Sunday, Christmas Day in a local 
nursing home. Anna was born in Spring- 
field, the daughter of 
the late Thomas and 
Catherine (Skowron) 
Wojtowicz and had 
lived in Agawam 
since 1948. She was 
a communicant of St. 
John the Evangelist 
Church and mem- 
ber of the Agawam 
Senior Center. Anna enjoyed knitting and 
crocheting, spending time with family and 
playing cards with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Her husband, John P. 
Molta died in 1989; and a son, John G. Molta 
died in 2008. She leaves her children, Daniel 
Molta and his wife Nancy of Sturbridge, Ken- 
neth Molta and his wife Candace of Florida 
and Gloria Anderson and her husband Joe 
of Agawam. She also leaves a sister, Jennie 
Szarlan of Ludlow; eight grandchildren; and 
16 great-grandchildren. She was also prede- 
ceased by a sister, Helen Guzik; and three 
brothers, Steve, Frank, and Mitchell Wojto- 
wicz. The funeral was held at the Agawam 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home with Liturgy in 
St. John the Evangelist Church followed by 
burial in Hillcrest Park Cemetery. Memo- 
rial contributions may be made to Country 
Estates Nursing Home’s Activity Account, 
1200 Suffield St., Agawam 01001. 


LYDIA A. PETRONE 


Lydia A. Petrone, 77, of Agawam, entered 
into eternal rest Thursday, Dec. 22, 2011 
at home surrounded by her family. Born in 
Westfield, daughter of the late Joseph and 
Adelina (Masciadrelli) Chistolini, she lived 
in Agawam for 54 years. Lydia worked for 
over 20 years at United Bank as a consoli- 
dated loan specialist. She also worked at the 
Italian Kitchen at the Big E for many years. 


News and events at Agawam 
Congregational Church 


The Agawam Congregational Church wel- 
comed the following new members on Sun- 
day, Dec. 11 - Greg and Somchai Daniels, 
Robert Rossmeisl, Jennifer Burgess, David 
Prova, Barbara Hermans, Jeanne Allard, Ray 
and Nancy Williams Jr., Ray and Barbara 
Williams Sr. and Shirley Parker. 

The public is invited to attend Agawam 
Congregational. Sunday services are held at 
10 a.m. with fellowship and coffee hour fol- 
lowing. 

Playgroup meets on Tuesday mornings 
from 9:30 to 11 a.m. in the nursery. It is for 
children from birth to five years old with a 
parent or caregiver. The public is invited to 
join for crafts, stories, songs, free-play and 
more. It is open to the public at no cost and 
newcomers are welcome. 

The youth group meets Sunday evenings 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. It is for seventh- 
through 12th-graders. For more information, 
call Jody Seldomridge, youth leader, in the 
church office. 

Epiphany Communion Sunday will be 
celebrated Sunday, Jan. 1. There will be 
no church school, but coffee hour will take 
place after the service. 

Church services on Sunday, Jan. 8 10 will 
include a children’s message, and will be 
followed by a budget meeting of the congre- 
gation. Church school will be in session as 
well as coffee hour. 

The Fellowship Guild will meet Thursday, 
Jan. 12 with Barbara Eisenbach presenting a 
program on the “Women of Faith.” 


Loaves and Fishes takes place Monday, 
Jan. 16 at 4 p.m. Helpers are welcome. 

Men’s Ministry meets Saturday, Jan. 21 at 
7:30 a.m. and at 5:30 p.m., there will be a 
pork supper. Cost for adults is $12; $6 for 
children. Call the church office to make res- 
ervations. 

The Women’s Ministry meets Monday 
Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 29 is “Undies Sunday.” New 
underwear for the Springfield Rescue Mis- 
sion will be collected. 

Pastor Earl and his wife Barbara are al- 
ways available for prayer after the service. 
Members of the community are invited to 
participate in all church events. For more 
information, call the church office at 786- 
7111. Regular office hours are Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m. to noon. 


Space available 
for tag, craft, 
bake sale 


Sacred Heart Parish in Feeding 
Hills will host a Winter Tag, Craft 
and Bake Sale on Saturday, Jan. 14 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost of a 
table is $20, which the parish will 
provide. To reserve a table, call the 
parish office at 786-8200. 


She was a member of 
the Caspano Club in 
Westfield, the Italian 


Cultural Center of 
Western Massachu- 
setts in Springfield 


and the Massachu- 
setts Counseling Cen- 
ter for the Aging. She 
was a communicant 
of St. John the Evangelist Church and an 
avid Boston Red Sox fan. She leaves her 
husband of 54 years, Bernard Petrone; two 
sons and their wives, Bernard C. and Mary 
Petrone of Westfield, Michael J. and Kelli 
Petrone of Enfield; two daughters and their 
husbands, Celeste M. and Kenneth Fersch 
of East Granby, Conn., and Judy A. and 
Michael Brunelle of Feeding Hills; a sister, 
Mary Bazanchuk of Westfield; 13 grandchil- 
dren, Jessica, Michael, Stephanie, Jacob, 
Noah, Samuel, Joseph, Luke, Christopher, 
Megan, Nicholas, Thomas, Eli; and three 
great-grandchildren, Traigh, Will and Ben. 
The funeral was from the Agawam Funeral 
Home with a Mass in St. John the Evangelist 
Church and burial in Agawam Center Cem- 
etery. Donations may be made to the Bay- 
state Visiting Nurse & Hospice, c/o Baystate 
Health Foundation, 280 Chestnut St., 6th 
Floor, Springfield, MA 01199. 


ELAINE M. SMITH 


Elaine M. (Dalla Pegorara) Smith, 67, of 
Agawam, entered into eternal rest Wednes- 
day, Dec. 21, 2011 in Mercy Medical Cen- 

3 wezme ter. Born in Spring- 
# field, daughter of the 
late Albino and Ma- 
ria Martha (Monty) 
Dalla Pegorara, she 
moved to Agawam in 
1948 and was a 1963 
graduate of Agawam 
High School. Elaine 
was the owner of the 
former Fleur de Laina 
flower shop for 20 years. She had a degree 
in Oriental floral design from the Sogetsu 
Ikebana School, Okinawa, Japan and West- 
ern Floral Design from New York State Uni- 
versity. Elaine was a member of the Aga- 
wam Women’s Club, the Agawam Catholic 
Women’s Club, the Agawam Garden Club, 
the Friends of the Senior Center and a mem- 
ber of both the Agawam Golden Age Club 
Chapter 1 and 2. She was a communicant 
and Eucharistic Minister at St. John the 
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ur community businesses have 

been the heartbeat of Main Street 

America for generations. And, 
when asked to name a favorite restau- 
rant, service, or shop - you’re sure to cite 
a unique local business. 

Embracing the idea of community 
businesses that provide personalized 
service is key, but we often overlook that 
their survival depends on our patronage. 
Consider that the next time you head out 
to make a purchase. Remind yourself of 
the quality experience of shopping local 


Evangelist Church and assisted in distribut- 
ing communion at Heritage Hall Nursing 
Home. She also had worked at Chez Josef 
as their floral designer. Elaine would like 
to say thank you to all the people she met 
throughout the years and may God be with 
you. She leaves her husband of 47 years, 
Richard A. Smith; two sons, Ronald D. and 
his wife Evelyn Smith of Agawam, and Jef- 
frey A. Smith of San Jose, Calif.; two sisters, 
Theresa O’Shaughnessy of Agawam, and 
Diane Dalla Pegorara of Hawaii; two grand- 
children, Aaron and Jessie Smith; an uncle, 
Archie Dalla Pegorara; and an aunt, Bruna 
Morassi, both of Agawam. The funeral was 
from the Agawam Funeral Home with a 
Mass in St. John the Evangelist Church and 
burial in the Massachusetts Veterans Me- 
morial Cemetery. Donations may be made 
to the Adult & Children’s Religious Educa- 
tion Program at St. John’s Church, 833 Main 
Street, Agawam, MA 01001. 


RALPH USIFER 


Ralph Usifer, of Agawam, loving husband 
of Jennie Usifer, passed away Saturday, Dec. 
24, 2011 at Mercy Hospital in Springfield. 
He had lived in Agawam since 1988. Ralph 
was born in 1918 in Beacon, N.Y., son of An- 
thony and Vincenza Ucciferri. He grew up in 
Beacon and Brooklyn, N.Y., where he grad- 
uated from Brooklyn College with a degree 
in social science. He worked in Wall Street 
for several years, and then started a career 
at BBDO Advertising on Madison Avenue 
in the early days of television. Ralph moved 
to this area in 1967 and started his own ad- 
vertising agency. His many clients included 
Sears, Dreikorn’s Bread, and Baystate Gas. 
Ralph was proud of his work and his family, 
especially his beloved grandchildren. Along 
with his wife, Ralph leaves a son Richard 
and wife Raisa of South Windsor and their 
son, Sam; son Douglas and wife Maureen 
of Belle Mead, N.J. and their sons, Matt and 
Joey; daughter Laura Riccio and husband 
Mike of Seattle, Wash. and their daughter 
Emily and son Ben; a stepson, David Paul of 
Woodland, Calif..; and former wife Nancy 
Usifer of Somers. A memorial service was 
held at Wapping Community Church, South 
Windsor, Conn., with burial at Hillcrest Park 
Cemetery, Springfield. Memorial contribu- 
tions may be sent to The Friends of the Aga- 
wam Senior Center, 954 Main St., Agawam, 
MA 01001. Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home, Agawam had care of arrangements. 


and how your community benefits. 
Remind yourself Main Street is the heart- 
beat and those businesses are essential 
to our local economy. 


Think outside of the big box - 
support community businesses. 


Turley 


Publications, lnc. 
www.turley.com 


Page 18 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


December 29, 2011 


In the Classroom 


Lemanski finalist for South Hadley 
superintendent position 


SOUTH HADLEY — The selection process 
for finding a new Superintendent of Schools 
for South Hadley moved into its next phase 
last week with a familiar face among the can- 
didates: Agawam High School Principal Ste- 
ven Lemanski. 

A 13-person Superintendent Search Screen- 
ing Committee met for many hours during the 
last five weeks to review 20 applications and 
select the most promising prospects to inter- 
view for the position. 

At the conclusion of 10 interviews held be- 
tween Dec. 5 and 14, the search committee 
selected a slate of five finalists for further con- 
sideration by the South Hadley School Com- 
mittee, including Lemanski. 

Steven Lemanski began his career as a rec- 
reation supervisor for 10 years with the Mas- 
sachusetts Department of Youth Services, and 
starting in 1995 held positions of high school 
physical education teacher, peer mediation 


BUSINESS 


Steven Lemanski 


coordinator, department supervisor and di- 
rector of athletics in the Chicopee Public 
Schools. In December 2004 he became As- 
sistant Principal at Agawam High School 
and in March of 2007, he was appointed as 
principal there. 

A South Hadley resident, Lemanski earned 
a bachelor’s degree in physical education 
and health from Springfield College in 1982 
and a Masters of Education Degree from the 
University of Massachusetts in 1999. 

Lemanski and the other finalists for the 
position will be scheduled for a daylong visit 
to South Hadley starting Jan. 4. Then, each 
candidate will be given the opportunity to 
tour each school while in session, and meet 
with parents and the community. 

Interviews will be conducted during public 
meetings of the School Committee on Jan. 4, 
10 and 12. A specific time schedule for inter- 
views was not announced at presstime. 


Sowinska inducted 
into ‘Who’s Who’ 


SPRINGFIELD - Karolina Sowinska, 
of Agawam, was among 26 students at 
American International College recently 
recognized for their campus and commu- 
nity involvement. The 26 students were 
inducted into “Who’s Who Among Stu- 
dents at American Universities and Col- 
leges.” 

Families, friends, faculty and staff filled 
the Bradley Room on Thursday, Nov. 10 
for the ceremony, as Blaine K. Students, 
vice president for Student Affairs at AIC, 
presented each student with a plaque. 

Sowinska is a psychology and inter- 
national studies major, the International 
Club president, History Club vice presi- 
dent, Psi Chi activities coordinator, editor 
of the Taper Yearbook, History Club vice 
president, and senior class representative. 

Students are nominated for inclusion in 
Who’s Who by campus committees and 
directory editors on the basis of academic 
achievement, service to their community, 
leadership in extracurricular activities and 
potential for continued success. 


Park Square agents recognized at luncheon 


The Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley 
held its their annual holiday luncheon at Chez 
Josef Tuesday, Dec. 13. Several Park Square 
Realty agents were recognized for their years 
of continuous service as realtors. 

Ted Cassell, president of Park Square Re- 
alty, announced last week that the follow- 
ing agents in the Feeding Hills Office were 
honored for their years of continuous service 
to the Realtor Association of Pioneer Valley. 
They include Shirley Kibbe, for 30 years of 
service; Pam Savioli and Joanne Kean, for 25 
years of continuous service; and Dee Cyr and 
Ericca Herbert for their 10 years of continu- 
ous service. 

Barry Boccasile, director of Growth and 
Development for Park Square Realty, an- 
nounced that Peg Lis-Barone from the West- 
field office was honored with 25 years of 
continuous service and Paula Waldroup was 
honored for 15 years. 

Park Square Realty is a locally owned resi- 
dential real estate company with offices in 
Westfield and Feeding Hills and can be seen 
online at parksquarerealty.com. 
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Pam Savioli 


Joanne Kean 
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Ericca Herbert 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam Ad- 
vertiser News should be sent directly to klanier @turley. 
com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this newspa- 
per and can answer all of your questions regarding these 
notices. Please indicate the newspapers and publication 
date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of your email. 
For questions regarding coverage area, procedures or 
cost, please call Karen directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit www. 
turley.com for more information. 


Peg Lis-Barone Paula Waldroup 


Butler joins Ayre 
Real Estate 


Ayre Real Estate Co., Inc. announced recently 
that Michael Butler joined its firm. For the past 
10 years, Butler has owned and operated The 
Outback Steakhouse in West Springfield. He has 
been involved with raising money for the Net- 
work Against Domestic Abuse, DCF, Shriners 
Hospital for Children and the March of Dimes for 
the past eight years. Butler is married and has 


three children. 
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By Mike Lydick 
Turley Publications Correspondent 


AGAWAM —Agawam High School stu- 
dents Jillian Newton and Jeffrey Rovatti Jr. 
excel academically and athletically. They are 
also civic minded, and actively give back to 
their community. Additionally, the two se- 
niors are also the only students in their class 
who share in a special honor: they are recipi- 
ents of a very prestigious award. Both Rovatti 
and Newton were recently presented with the 
Massachusetts Association of School Super- 
intendents (MASS) Certificate of Academic 
Excellence Award by interim Superintendent 
William Sapelli. Each year, the award is giv- 
en by local school superintendents to recog- 
nize senior students who have distinguished 
themselves in high school. 

According to Sapelli, the award criterion 
includes the student’s three-year cumulative 
average of his or her rank in class and overall 
school citizenship. 

“This is a high honor for students,” said 
Agawam’s top school administrator during 
the award presentation at the Nov. 22. school 
committee meeting. 

The award is presented each fall at the be- 
ginning of the senior year so students can in- 
clude this unique citation on their credential 
packages and counselor recommendations 
when applying for college. 

Sapelli said that Newton and Rovatti were 
“excellent candidates” for the award, with 
extremely close grade point averages (GPA) 
— Rovatti has a 4.40 GPA and Newton has a 
4.38 GPA -they rank number three and four, 
respectively, in their class. 

Students who are currently ranked first and 
second in their class generally are not select- 
ed for the award, said Sapelli, because those 
students will most likely receive the valedic- 
torian and salutatorian awards in June. 

Newton said that the award is “a great 
honor,” and that it was a pleasant surprise to 
receive the letter from Sapelli notifying her 
of the award. Throughout her high school ca- 
reer, Newton has taken 13 honors courses as 
well as four Advanced Placement (AP) and 
while she is a former class officer, she is still 
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Two AHS seniors recognized for school, community efforts 


involved with student government and also 
belongs to both the National Honors Society 
and the Spanish National Honors Society. 
But above all, her favorite extracurricular 
activity is playing varsity field hockey. 

“Tm a field hockey player, first and fore- 
most, at school,” said Newton, who also of- 
ficiates at youth field hockey and lacrosse 
games. “I’ve played throughout my child- 
hood and throughout high school. My coach, 
Coach Huestis, has been an outstanding in- 
fluence on me during my years at AHS.” 

Similarly, Rovatti said receiving the award 
“feels good,” and that he is pleased “to be 
recognized for my academic success and 
hard work.” That hard work includes taking 
eight AP courses and 15 honors courses. 

For his extracurricular activities, Rovatti 
enjoys playing for the varsity golf team and 
is a member of both the computer program- 
ming team and the chess club. He is also a 
former member of the AHS concert and 
marching bands. 

Both students also take time outside of 
their busy school schedules to participate in 
a number of community activities and pro- 
grams. 

Newton’s volunteer activities include co- 
coordinating the AHS Mini-Relay for Life, 
helping with tornado clean-up efforts in 
Springfield, working with the Agawam Li- 
ons Club, and assisting with the annual Aga- 
wam Athletic Department Golf Tournament. 

And Rovatti’s community activities in- 
volve volunteering as a lector, musician, and 
director of altar servers for Our Lady of the 
Rosary Church in Springfield; serving as 
vice president of Springfield’s Saint Stan- 
islaus Brotherly Aid Society; and assisting 
with a food drive for the Springfield Rescue 
Mission. 

All in all, both Newton’s and Rovatti’s fu- 
ture career potential is beaming bright. 

For Newton, she plans to hold a career in 
the business world where she can combine 
her strong interpersonal skills with her love 
of math. She has been accepted at Provi- 
dence College and the University of Hart- 
ford, but said she is hoping to be accepted at 
Trinity College in Hartford. 


| Agawam Schools’ | 


| AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 


| Monday, Jan. 2: No School. New Year’s 
Day. 
| Tuesday, Jan. 3: Baked chicken nug- 
gets with dipping sauce, steamed white 
rice, vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit, 
| dessert. 
Wednesday, Jan. 4: Buttered noodles 
| with meat sauce on the side, French 
breadstick, vegetable, fresh and chilled 
| fruit, cake. 
Thursday, Jan. 5: Stuffed crust cheese 
| pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh and 
chilled fruit, cookie. 
Friday, Jan. 6: Spicy chicken patty on 
| a roll, baked potato wedges, vegetable, 
fresh and chilled fruit, dessert. 


AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH 
| SCHOOL 


| Monday, Jan. 2: No School. New Year’s 
Day. 
| Tuesday, Jan. 3: Popcorn chicken bites 
with dipping sauce, steamed white rice, 
| vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit, dessert. 
Wednesday, Jan. 4: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, French 
| breadstick, vegetable, fresh and chilled 
fruit, cake. 
| Thursday, Jan. 5: Stuffed crust cheese, 
salad with lite dressing, fresh and chilled 
| fruit, cookie. 
Friday, Jan. 6: Char-grilled burger 
l on a roll with condiments, baked potato 
wedges, vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit, 


dessert. 
ane anes 


Follow us on 


| weekly lunch menu | 


ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL | 


Monday, Jan. 2: No School. New Year’s | 
Day. 

Tuesday, Jan. 3: Baked chicken nug- | 
gets with dipping sauce, mashed potatoes, 
peas, fresh and chilled fruit, Rice Krispie 
Treat. | 

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, French | 
breadstick, California mixed vegetables, 
fresh and chilled fruit, cake. | 

Thursday, Jan. 5: Stuffed crust cheese 
pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh and | 
chilled fruit, cookie. 

Friday, Jan. 6: Chicken patty sandwich 
on aroll with condiments, baked cheetos, | 
vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit, dessert. 


AGAWAM ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS | 


Monday, Jan. 2: No School. New Year’s | 
Day. 

Tuesday, Jan. 3: Baked chicken nug- | 
gets with dipping sauce, mashed potatoes, 
peas, fresh and chilled fruit, Rice Krispie 
Treat. | 

Wednesday, Jan. 4: Buttered noodles 
with meat sauce on the side, French | 
breadstick, California mixed vegetables, 
fresh and chilled fruit, cake. | 

Thursday, Jan. 5: Stuffed crust cheese 
pizza, salad with lite dressing, fresh and | 
chilled fruit, cookie. 

Friday, Jan. 6: Chicken patty sandwich l 
on aroll with condiments, baked cheetos, 


vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit, dessert. 


facebook. 


www.facebook.com/AgawamAdvertiserNews 
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Agawam High School students Jeffrey Rovatti Jr. and Jillian Newton re- 
cently received the Massachusetts Association of School Superinten- 
dents (MASS) Certificate of Academic Excellence Award, which was pre- 
sented by interim Superintendent William Sapelli at the Nov. 22 school 
committee meeting. The award is given each year to recognize seniors 
who have distinguished themselves in high school. 


“T’ve had wonderful teachers with whom 
I’ve created some great relationships,” she 
said. “I’ve received a solid education that 
I know will help me when I get to college. 
This award shows colleges that I’ve excelled 
and stood out in more than just my academ- 
ics at AHS.” 

Rovatti’s career goals lie within the medi- 
cal field. And to help kick off that career, he 
hopes to attend Western New England Uni- 
versity, to better develop his interest in phar- 
maceutical research. 

“T feel well prepared for my future en- 
deavors and higher education because of my 
teachers and my education in Agawam,” he 
said. 

Both of the students’ parents said that the 
award is important because it recognizes 


academic statistics as well as community ac- 
tivities and leadership ability. 

“My wife Kathleen and I are very excited 
and happy for Jeff,’ said Jeffrey Rovatti Sr. 
“We’re very proud of his academic success- 
es. He is a conscientious person who takes 
his activities in and out of school very seri- 
ously.” 

“We see how hard Jill works in all aspects 
of her life, so she is most deserving of this 
award,” said Sue Newton. “My husband Paul 
and I couldn’t be more proud of her. We’re 
extremely happy that she received recogni- 
tion for all her efforts.” 

AHS Principal Steve Lemanski added that 
Newton and Rovatti are “outstanding school 
citizens” who are making a difference in 
school and in the community. 


Food safety focus of Annual 
FLL Tournament 


Agawam High School’s FIRST Team 839 
“Rosie Robotics” hosted its fourth Annual 
FIRST LEGO League (FLL) tournament 
at Agawam Junior High School Saturday, 
Dec. 10. Rosie hosts this tournament every 
year to serve as a role model and inspire the 
younger members of the FIRST community. 
FLL is targeted to elementary, middle and 
junior high school students. The tournament 
included 21 teams of up to 10 students each 
from Massachusetts. 

The focus of the game was food safety. 
Students were given a series of missions 
to complete within the allotted 2 %-minute 
period. These missions were used to test the 
students’ capacity for accomplishing the 
tasks in a timely manner while trying to gain 
the maximum point value in order to ad- 
vance forward into the finals. The missions 
were designed in themed challenges that 
would teach the students proper sanitization 
methods, from being harvested at the food 
source to the delivery to stores, all the way 
to the kitchen counter. 

In addition to building and competing with 
the robot, teams had to complete a research 
project that involved matters pertaining to 
the game theme. They were asked about 


their ideas on how to further the sanitization 
methods that go into the transportation of 
goods and were also questioned on FIRST 
Core Values, which are meant to teach the 
children at a young age to work together 
with one another and their mentors/coaches 
and still have fun, in the spirit of “gracious 
professionalism.” 

The winning team in the robot tournament 
was Agawam’s “Brick Heads,” mentored 
by fellow Rosie member Katie McDonald. 
In addition, there were three Junior FIRST 
LEGO League teams from Agawam, which 
included first- and second-graders, who also 
had to build a LEGO machine and create and 
display a research project. 

The event was a group effort by many 
adults, Rosie students and Agawam Junior 
High student volunteers. The Agawam Lions 
Club assisted by providing all the concession 
stand services. Volunteers included Town 
Councilor-Elect Cecelia Calabrese, Agawam 
teacher Tammy Rumplik, and School Com- 
mittee member-elect Wendy Rua. Interim 
Superintendent of Schools William Sapelli 
showed his support for the eager young stu- 
dents by attending the event. 
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Classified 


Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


December 29, 2011 


Turley Publications’ Community Marketplace 


8’ TRUCK CAP & 8’ steel 
brackets for ladders, staging, etc. 
Call for details (413)592-7525. 


STOP 


NEVER GIVE YOUR: 
* SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
* CREDIT CARD NUMBER 
* BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 
Or any other 
personal information 
To someone 
you don’t know 
when answering 
an advertisement. 


A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 


ALL NEW PLUSH top Queen 
mattress and box still in plastic. 
Was $599, Sell for $299. 
(413)885-3065. Rt. 20, Palmer. 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs — 
Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 


ALL HARDWOODS 
2 year seasoned firewood still 
available. Prompt delivery. 
Call now S & K Firewood 
(413)267-3100 OR 
1-800-607-5296. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 
cut, split and delivered. Prompt 
delivery. MC/Visa Westview 
Farms 111 East Hill Road, 
Monson (413)267-9631. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $150.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $220.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083. 


FOUNTAIN FIREWOOD $200 
SEASONED Red & White Oak, 
Mixed Hardwood. Cut, — split. 
Delivered same day. 1,2,3,4 cord 
loads. Monson (413)657-6143. 


LOG LENGTH FIREWOOD for 
sale. Approx. 7 cords per truck 
load. $650 delivered locally. Price 
subject to change. Also specialize 
in heat treated kiln dried firewood. 
Insect free. Dryness guaranteed 
Premium Hardwood Pellets $235 
per ton. Cash and Carry. 1-800- 
373-4500. 


Miscellaneous 


ACR METAL ROOFING/SIDING 
Dist. Quality products, low prices, 
metal roofing and trims. Complete 
garage & barn packages, lumber, 
trusses. Delivery available. Free 
literature. 1-800-325-1247, 
www.acrmetal.com 


AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE/AVIONICS. 
GRADUATE in 15 months. FAA 
approved; financial aid if qualified. 
Job placement assistance. Call 
National Aviation Academy today! 
1-800-292-3228 or NAA.edu 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Musical Instruments 


CLARINET/VIOLIN/FLUTE/trump 
et/trombone/amplifier/Fender 
guitar, $69. each. Cello/upright 


bass, saxophone/French 
horn/drums $185 each. 
Tuba/baritone horn/Hammond 


organ. Others 4 sale (516)377- 
7907. 


WINTERGARDEN IS_ BUYING 
ANTIQUES of all types including 
Furniture, Jewelry, Paintings, Art 
Pottery & Glass, Sterling Silver, 
Advertising, Toys & Dolls, Military 
Items, Swords, Clocks, Musical 
Instruments, Books, Old Radios, 
Wind-Up Phonographs, Vintage 
Clothing, Quilts, Linens and more. 
CALL (413)267-3786 or (413)539- 
1472. 


Services 


ikke 


A CALL WE HAUL 
Fast Junk Removal 


WE TAKE IT ALL 
LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates 
Closings, Free Estimates, Attics 
Cleanouts, Appl, Bsmnts. 
Expert demo services 
10% disc. All Major CC's accepted 
CALL NOW - 1-800-414-0239 
(413)283-5030 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 


— 


** A B HAULING AND 
REMOVAL SERVICE*** 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, — sheds, 
demolished. Swimming pools 
removed. 20 yd. container, truck 
available. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all work. Lowest 
rates. (413)267-3353, cell 

(413)222-8868. 


**A A CALL — HAUL IT ALL** 
Cheaper than a dumpster. | do all 
the work, cleanouts, attics, cellars, 
barns, garages and appliance 
removal. 10% discount with this 
ad. Free Est. 1 (413)596-7286, 1 
(866) 517-4285. 


A AND D HAULING. Affordable, 
Dependable Removal at its best! 
Real Estate closings our specialty. 
Will clean homes, attics, cellars 
and barns. “Demo work and metal 
removal at discounted rates. 10% 
discount with ad. Free estimates. 
413-477-0213 (business) 
413-575-7961 (cell) 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 
Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 


rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 


AVERY 


Home Improvement & Repair 


Residential & Commercial 
Chicopee, MA 


413-532-9949 © 413-459-3343 
Fully Licensed and Insured 
Kitchens * Bathrooms ¢ Tile 
Drywall Repair ¢ Interior Painting 
Custom Woodworking 
Insurance Work ¢ Laminate Flooring 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. Free estimates. 
References. Lic #086220. Please 
call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Drive it! 


+ www.turley.com + 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities 


Services Services 


CERAMIC- MASTER TILESMITH 
for hire. All types of installations, 
30+ years experience. Insured. 
Guaranteed work. Free Estimates. 
Call Bill (413)446-7458 


SEP 


VALLEY 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & 
refinishing - cane, fiber rush & 
splint - Classroom instructor, 20 + 
years experience. Call Walt at 
(413)267-9680 for estimate. 


CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN- 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 
including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 508-245-1501, 413-650- 
0126 


Colonial Carpentry Innovations, Inc. 
Design & Build Team 


“New World Technology with Old World Quality” 
www.colonialinnovation.com 


Kitchens * Baths * Doors « Additions 
Renovations + Custom Designs e New Homes 


Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic, &ins, OF Jen (413) 244-5112 


DRYWALL AND_ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


GUTTER CLEANING- DON’T wait 
til you have water damage! Also 
leaf clean-ups, Tree Work, Snow 
Removal. Senior Discounts 
available (413)221-2113. 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 
One call does it all 
Storm Clean-up 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Reasonable rates 
cell (413)668-6685. 


HANDYMAN, REPAIRS, NEW 
work, tile, ceramic, granite. Make 
your project a reality. Call Gil for 
estimate (413)323-0923 licensed, 
insured. 


HOME THEATER, AV _ Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


SNOWBLOWER TUNE UP 
AND REPAIR 
Push lawnmowers; riding mowers. 
Work done at your home. 
Call Mike at 
(413)348-7967. 


EXCAVATING 


Site work 
eSewer Connections 
*Septic Systems 
¢Drainage Solutions 
*Pool Building Demo 
ePonds 
*Grading 
eLot Clearing 
*Retaining Walls 
*Bobcat/Dozer 
*Excavator/Tri-axle Dump 
eTornado Cleanup/ Stump & 
Tree Removal 
“For All Your 
Earth Moving Needs” 
Free Estimates & Fully Insured 
Brian 


413-244-7037 


HIG# 169216 


Fully Insured © Senior Citizen Discount 


Contact Jim 413-544-4906 
Specializing in 

all phases of carpentry. 

From framing to finish work! 


No job too big or too small. 


STETSONCARPENTRY@YAHOO.COM 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 


buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 


(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
Visit Us at Our New Place 
Demers & Sons 
401 Mill Valley Road 
Rte. 181 (across from 
Mill Valley Golf Course) 
Belchertown 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE SERV- 
ICE since 1981. Servicing all 
makes and models of washers, 
dryers, refrigerators, stoves, 
dishwashers. For service call 
(413)536-0034. 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTER WIZ 
For all your computing needs. 
Trouble shooting, virus 
removal, PC Tune up, 


Laptop Repair. 
1605 N Main ST, Palmer MA 
(413)283-7500. 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 
frustrating or frightening. I'll come 
to you. Upgrades, set-up, tutoring, 
troubleshooting. Hardware, 
software. Also setup DVD, Home 
Theatre, Phones, etc. Monique 
(413)237-1035. 


HAVING TECHNICAL PROB- 
LEMS? Power On will resolve 
them for you. Being A+ certified 
we specialize in all computer fields 
and provide excellent quality 
services. Call us at 413-265-6100 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency _ service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scot Winters 
electrician Lic. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 


ELECTRICIAN AVAILABLE FOR 
industrial, commercial and 
residential jobs of all sizes. 30’ lift 
service available for hire. Licensed 
and fully insured with over 19 


years experience. License 
#20529A Ray Croteau 
413-284-0507. 

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 
#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 


experience. No job too small. Cell 
(413)330-3682. 


LICENSED ELECTRICIAN. 
PROMPT, efficient, reasonable. 
Obligation-free estimates. Senior 
discounts. Will beat anyone’s 
price. Fully insured. Local. Walter 
Paul Partyka Lic.#11294B. 
c#(413)455-7353, 
h#(413)532-0503 


Heating & Air Cond. 


HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
Service & Installation. Reasonable 
Rates. Call Adam (413)374-7779 


Home Improvement 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Free 
estimates, references. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 


(978)355-6864. 


Home Improvement 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell (860)301-8283 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
- Where Quality and the 
Assurance that your job will be 
done right and on time are always 
#1. Whether it's a roof, siding, 
windows or a deck etc. you can 
count on us! 20 years exp. FULLY 
LICENSED & INSURED. Visit us 
online at 
www.delreohomeimprovement.com 
or call Gary Delcamp and 
save.413-569-3733 office/fax MA 
Lic. #100821 MA Reg. #156758 
CT Lic. #0620422 


DRS PAINTING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS One call does it 
all. Free estimates. Best price 
guaranteed. Lic #168118 Insured 
(413)218-9042 or e-mail us 
dsheldon12@yahoo.com 


RBZ GENERAL CONTRACTING 
No home improvement job 
too small. 
Snowplowing included. 

Fast dependable service. 
Very reasonable rates. Call Rob 
(413)813-9361. 


House Cleaning 


YOU NEED YOUR house cleaned 
call me. Good price and good 
references. Erica (413)505-2954. 


Instruction 


GC/BUILDER’S LICENSE 
COURSE * * Register by January 
6th. Class begins Jan. 9-12 for 
Ludlow, Worcester, Pittsfield, 
Northampton, Greenfield * * 
Call CCl 1-888-833-5207 or 
www.statecertification.com 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 
A &BCDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Landscaping 


** DEVENO LANDSCAPING ** 
Fall clean-ups, bobcat service, 
landscape construction, Storm 
clean-up, tree removal, wood 


chipping, shrub trimming, week 
by week, lawn mowing. 
Commercial, Residential Call 
(413)746-9065, (413)657-9293. 


TRACTOR FOR HIRE 

*Backhoe/ loader 

*Brushhogging and field mowing 
*Specializing in medium and small 
jobs 

eLow hourly rates- 7 days per 
week 

SCREENED LOAM 

*Special- Delivered and Spread 
$28/yd (15 yd minimum) 

Delivery only- call for price 

2-25 yd loads 

«Volume discounts 

(413)530-0256 


ERIC LAFORTUNE 


Home Repair Service 


Carpenter 


Holyoke 
413-297-2466 


ericlafortune@comcast.net 


Classifieds 
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NEED A GOOD LAWYER? 


A HOLE IN your roof to a Whole 


TREE TRIM AND brush removal 


BABY-SITTER WANTED _ in 


rege Sence Felp Wante 


Attorney Kevin Jourdain can help! 


Bankruptcy, Driver's _ licenses, 
Personal Injury. Full Service, 
General Practice in MA & CT. 
Affordable. Free Initial 


Consultation. (413)539-8000. 

We are a debt relief agency and 
help people file for bankruptcy 
under the bankruptcy code. 
www.attorneykevinjourdain.com 


INTERIOR/ EXTERIOR 25 years 
exp. Trying to rent an apartment, 
sell/ buy a house, or just freshen 
things up? Our quality results can 
help reach your goals. Insured. 
Mazzu Painting. Reg. #155692. 
John (413)222-1378. 


Plumbing 


ALL PLUMBING REPAIRS AND 
INSTALLATIONS No job too 
small. 30 years experience. 
Master plumber LIC. NO. 10338. 
Call Rick (413)533-3109. 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& Heating. Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10. Gas Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LINC’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Products That Assist 
ELDERLY and DISABLED 
Satisfy Your Needs 
IMPROVE YOUR COMFORT 
IMPROVE YOUR LIFE 
(413)668-5299 


New Roof! Specializing in hard to 
find leaks. Call N.P. Home 
Improvements for your roofing 
needs. Storm damage experts. 
(413)532-7603 


ANOTHER HARSH WINTER IS 
ON ITS WAY. Call Local Bidrs. 
for removing snow off your roof 
and all your roofing needs. 
Shingles, flat, metal and_ slate. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA 
CS#102453. Senior Discount 
(413)626-5296 


Snow Removal 
DEVENO LANDSCAPING- 
parking lots 
Commercial, 
Residential.(413)746-9065, 
(413)657-9293. 


SNOW plowing, 
and driveways. 


QUALITY WORK, FULLY 
insured. Driveways start at $20. 
Salting and shoveling available as 
well. Belchertown, Ludlow, Palmer 
area. Call (413)348-4891. 


KEN’S TREE SERVICE AND 
LAND CLEARING. We also do 
Landscaping/ stonework. Fully 
insured. Free Estimate. Cordwood 
available. (413)436-7262, 
(774)452-2950. 


STUMP GRINDING 
FAST Service, Best Prices 
888-41 STUMP/413-289-1524 
BEAVER STUMP GRINDING 
Service 20+ years of 
local experience 
Tornado Damage 
Discounts 


and snow removal. Senior prices 
offered! Fast, dependable service. 
Call (413)301-4997 or (413)796- 
7948. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm checked, 
teeth cleaned 
Greyhound Options Inc 


Nikki — 2 year old brindle female, 
listens well, loves attention, likes 
other dogs, walks well on leash, 
wonderful personality, does not 
seem to be cat safe 


Pam — 2 year old brindle female, 
very puppyish, a real Velcro dog, 
would do well in a home with a 
mature Greyhound who she could 
learn from and play with, needs a 
fenced-in yard, does not seem to 
be small animal safe 


Ranger - 8 y.o. brindle male, 
used to home life, loves attention, 
sweet and loving, would like adult 
household, seems to be cat safe 


Rez — 6 y.o. brindle male, used to 
home life, calm, gentle, gets along 
with everyone, seems to be cat 
safe 


Tina — 3 y.o. red female, sweet, 
small, very friendly, does not seem 
to be cat safe 


Call Mary (413) 566-3129 or Claire 
(413) 967-9088 or see us Jan 7 
at Dave's Pet City Agawam 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 


www.greyhoundoptions.org 


Horse Boarding 


BOX STALLS W/PADDOCKS, 
automatic waterers, pastures, 
trails, indoor, 52 stalls. 
Professional on farm 24 hrs. $350- 
$370. (413)283-7117, (413)262- 
1079. 


Horses 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarminc.com 


Help Wanted 


AIDES- CNA/HHA 
Homecare Positions Available 
Immediate Openings 
Flexible Hours 
Insurance Benefit 
Paid Vacation 
Mileage Reimbursement 
Referral Bonus 
Call Visiting Angels 
(413)568-7960 
AVON FREE ONLINE training. 
Option to sign up online. Up to 
50% profit. 1-800-258-1815. 

avonnh@aol.com 


Hampden for 6 year old girl with 
special needs. Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday after school, 
weekend mornings and afternoons 
all available. Will adjust to meet 
your schedule. Please call Luanne 
(413)566-3027. 


DISPATCHER/DRIVER 
SUPERVISOR/CUSTOMER 
SERVICE for school transportation 
company. Requires _ talented 
person with strong 
communication, routing, driving, 
organizational and _ supervisory 
skills. Will train. © Wilbraham 
location, early morning start times. 
Send resume in Word format to 
Franco@Vanpoolma.com. 


DRIVERS- WIND RIVER EN- 
VIRONMENTAL seeks drivers to 
join our Wilbraham branch as a 
Tech servicing residential and 
commercial septic systems. Class 
A & B license with Tanker 
endorsement. Able to work a 
flexible schedule and on call. 
Competitive pay and benefits 
package. Qualified applicants: 
send resume to 
jobsnewe@wrenvironmental.com 
or fax to 978-278-9228. 


DRIVERS: START UP to $.41/mi. 
Home Weekly or Bi-Weekly. CDL- 
A 6 mos. OTR exp. Req. 
Equipment you'll be proud to drive! 
(888)247-4037 


SALES FULL/ PART time 
Saturdays a must. Great benefits. 
Retail experience preferred but will 
train the right person. Apply in 
person at: Olde Hadleigh Hearth & 
Patio, 119 Williamansett St., 
Route 33, South Hadley. 


Help Wanted 


THE REWARDS ARE ENDLESS- 
become a Foster Parent! Call 
today to learn about working with 
children and adolescents with 
special emotional needs. $350 
weekly tax free stipend. Sign on 
bonus. Call Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care at 413-734-2493. See 
us on Facebook! 


i] 2 ® 


—— 


TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 
Ware, MA 01082 
www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 


413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!! 


HARDWICK: Antique Cape with 
acreage 13+. Over 1900 sf, large 
garage/carriage shed, stone walls 
and some recent updates. Country 
home so call today. $235,000 


Candy Smith 
Dorrinda 
Okeefe-Shea 
Glenn Moulton 


413-348-9289 


978-434-1990 
413-967-5463 


Ruth Vadnais 413-967-6326 
Jill Stolgitis 413-477-8780 
Shalene 

Friedhaber 413-593-6656 


Cindy St George 413-967-3012 
Janis Quattrocelli 413-250-1639 


S Fill Out and Mail This Money Maker 


CATEGORY: 


Quabbin Village Hills 
Circulation: 50,500 


Base Price eco 
24.00 


a it si 
21 Base Price | 22 Base Price | 23 Base Price | 24 Base Price 
24.50 25.00 25.50 26.00 
25 Base Price | 2© Base Price | 27 Base Price | 28 Base Price 
26.50 27.00 27.50 28.00 
Base Price| 3 Base Price | 2 Base Price 
29.00 29.50 30.00 
Base Price | >> Base Price | © Base Price 
31.00 31.50 32.00 
37 Base Price | 38 Base Price| 39 Base Price | 40 Base Price 
32.50 33.00 33.50 34.00 


Run my ad in the following Zones(s): 


QUABBIN SUBURBAN 
(Gunga) mane 


PHONE 


NORTH 
BROOKFIELD 


29 Base Price | >? 
28.50 
34 


33 Base Price 
30.50 


Suburban Residential 
Circulation: 59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or the Suburban 
Residential ZONE for $24.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for additional words. Add $5 for a second ZONE. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
TOWN 


First ZONE base price 


includes additional words 


+ °5° 


STATE 7IP Add a second ZONE 


THE DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT NOON 
Send to Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer MA 01069. 
Must include check. 

Or call 413-283-7084 to place your ad. 


Subtotal 


x Number of Weeks 


TOTAL enclosed 


Did you remember to check your zone? 
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Real Estate Real Estate Mobile Homes 


REAL ESTA 
ASSOCIATES 


65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 


967-7353 


Jit A. GRAVEL, BROKER 


See thousands of homes 
for sale 
24 hours a day 
7 days a week at 
www.gravelrealestate.com 


Thinking of selling? 
Call us today for a 
no cost, no obligation 
market value on 
your home! 


Wishing You 
and Yoursa Very 
Happy, Healthy 

New Year 


Evenings call: 


COURTNEY SHAW 413-289-4450 
MERRIE BROWN 413-668-8190 
KAYE BOOTHMAN 413-477-6624 
VALARIE WILLIAMS 413-658-5471 
TINA BURKE 978-434-6000 
JILL GRAVEL 413-364-7353 


Jones Group 


“INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY 
OWNED SINCE 1958” 


"FROM QUR TOWN 
TO YOUR TOWN... 
QUR AGENTS 
HAVE IT COVERED!" 
CALL TODAY! 


Cathy Hayward Pat Gillen 
323-7295 x116 323-7295 x117 


Janise 
Fitzpatrick 
323-7295 x119 


Christopher 
Bloom 
323-6356 x103 


be 


Cheryl Dutton 
323-6356 x104 


Reggie Maxon 
323-7295 x109 


John Peetz 
323-7295 x118 


Lisa Fijal 
323-7295 x107 


W 


Jim Potter 
323-7295 x105 


Robin Harnois 
323-6356 x112 


Peter Roberts Jean Broom 
323-7295 x114 323-7295 x108 


Jones Group Realtors 
Amherst 413-549-3700 
Belchertown 323-7295 
Northampton 413-585-0400 


JonesRealtors.com 


Mobile Homes 


DASAP MOBILE HOMES Sales 
View all our new and used homes 
at www.dasap.mhvillage.com 
(413)593-9961. Servicing all of 
Western Mass. 


NEW LISTING, MONSON Palmer 
Road 14’x67’ $40's, 2 bedrooms, 
shed, shingles, appliances, new 
furnace, tank, carpeting and roof. 
DASAP (413)593-9961. 


EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY 
ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


CHICOPEE 3RD FLOOR, 2 
bedrooms, heat, hot water & 
appliances, a/c, laundry room. off- 
street parking, $850 No pets/ 
smoking. (413)222-8293. 


CHICOPEE FALLS 1 BR, second 
floor. Heat, hot water included. 
Non-smoking. $650/ mo + first, 
last. (413)592-7525. 


WILBRAHAM CENTER A Freshly 
Decorated 3 Room 1 Bedroom 
Apartment. Range, Refrigerator, 
Laundry Room, Heat, Utilities, 
Deck and Patio with a Gas Grill, 
Rubbish Removal and off-street 
parking included. A short walk to 
the Village Store, Drug Store, 2 
Banks and an ATM, Library, 
Cleaners, Service Station, Beauty 
Parlor, Dentist and there is PVA 
Bus. I'm looking for a neat, clean, 
quiet non-smoker with no pets 
who pays their rent on time. 
FLANNERY CO. (413)596-9982 


INDIAN ORCHARD 5 room, heat 
& hot water included. Stove & 
refrigerator. Near bus _ line. 
$775/mo. 1st and last. (413)543- 
5326. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
amilial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, mari us, or any intention to 
make any preference, limitation or 
discriminati 
his newspaper will not knowingly accep 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
his newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain abou 
discrimination call The Department o 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
(oll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The tol 
tee number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


LUDLOW 4 ROOM TOWN- 
HOUSE apt. w/2 bdrms, 1.5 baths, 
central A/C, gas heat, stove & 
refrig. $900 monthly rent plus 
utilities. No pets or waterbeds. 
First, last and security deposit 
required. (413)583-3097 or 
(413)583-6424. 


PALMER 4 RM, 1 BR, office. 
Renovated, new windows. Free 
heat, HW, Appliances. $785 No 
Pets. No Smoking (508)637-1520, 
(860)658-2101 


PALMER BONDSVILLE 1 & 2 
bedrooms $650 & $750 mo. 
includes heat & HW, parking 
available, on site laundry. No pets. 
Available 1/1/2012 (413)736-8987 


PALMER’ THREE _ RIVERS. 
Country Manor apartments, 1 
bdrm, $630, 2 bdrm, $730 month. 
All units renov. _w/disposal, 
dishwashers, microwave, elec. 
range, carpets. Parking, fishing 
and playground. Cats okay. Call 
413-283-9472. 


PALMER. LG. STUDIO. Laundry 
on premises, off-street parking, 
w/w carpeting, quiet, convenient 
location. (413)454-1201. 


PALMER: 2 BR apt., stove, w/d 
hook-up, 1 car garage. All electric. 
Avail 2/1/12. $800/mo + utils. Call 
after 1/1/12 for appt. (413)467- 
3446. 


PALMER’S NEWEST LUXURY 
apts, 1 and 2 bedrooms, large 
living room, spacious bedrooms 
wiw. Fridge, range, oak cabinets, 
off street parking, security lights, 
tenants laundry. 1-413-283-8673. 


SPRINGFIELD 1 BEDROOM 
$650, 2 BR $750, heat, HW 
included. On site — laundry. 
Available immediately. (413)736- 
8987 


THORNDIKE 3 BR, $950/ month 
heat included. Stove, refrigerator. 
1st, last, security, credit check. No 
Pets. Available immediately. 
(413)246-0161. 


THREE RIVERS/THORNDIKE 
UPDATED COZY one bedroom, 


stove, refrigerator, wd hook-up, 
off-street parking. $625 plus 
utilities, deposits. NO PETS. 


(413)896-2513. 


WARE - SUNNY 3 bedroom 
townhouse, living rm., dining rm., 
kitchen, laundry rm., 3 bedroom 
upstairs, new carpet and paint. 
Available immediately, $800. First, 
last, sec. 617-756-7737. 


Seasonal Rentals 


BAREFOOT BAY Sebastian 2 br 
2 bath. beach, fishing, golf, tennis, 
3 pools, wi-fi, 2/wk/min; Jan 
$400/wk $1000 mo; Feb $450wk, 
$1200 Mo. *$60 cleaning 
(413)532-5009. 


Vacation Rentals 


FOR RENT: ONE week at the 
largest timeshare in the world. 
Orange Lake is right next to 
Disney and has many amenities 
including golf, tennis, and a water 
park. Weeks available are Feb. 26 
to Mar. 4 & Mar. 4 to Mar. 11, 
2012. (Sun. to Sun.) $850 
inclusive. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com 


pu’ Il find it 
in the Turl 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 


Vacation Rentals 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom, weeks 
available in May 2012 and more. 
Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


$$$ AUTOS WANTED TOP Dollar 
paid for your unwanted cars, 
trucks, vans, big and _ small, 
running or not. Call 413-534-5400. 


AAAA** DONATION: Donate your 
car, boat, or real estate. IRS tax 
deductible. Free pick-up/tow any 
model/condition. Help underprivi- 
leged children. Outreach Center 
800-883-6399. 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 


DONATE YOUR CAR, truck or 
SUV to the Childhood Leukemia 
Foundation today. Tax Deductible, 
FREE towing and fast, easy 
process. Call 1-877-754-3227 or 
visit www.mycarfordonation.org 


DONATE YOUR VEHICLE LOVE 
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST. Free 
towing & non-runners accepted. 
800-549-2791. Help Us Transform 
Lives In The Name Of Christ. 


SELL YOUR CAR, truck or SUV 
today. All 50 states, fast pick-up 
and payment. Any condition, make 
or model. Call now 1-877-818- 
8848. www.MyCarforCash.net 


Three zones and a whole lot of coverage area! 


Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette * Country Journal 
Chicopee Register * The Journal Register 

The Ludlow Register * Quaboag Current * The Sentinel 
Shopping Guide ¢ Southwick Suffield News * The Holyoke Sun 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times * The Town Common 

Town Reminder * Ware River News 


Visit our web site to place your ad with the click of your mouse! 
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Send all community calendar items to the 
Agawam Advertiser News at aan@turley. 
com, fax to 786-8457 or mail to 23 South- 
wick St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030. Please 
list time, date and place of event, contact in- 
formation and a brief description of the ac- 
tivity involved. Deadline for all community 
submissions is noon on Monday. 


Friday, Dec. 30 


THE AMERICAN RED CROSS will 
hold a community blood drive from noon to 
6 p.m. at the Agawam Fire Department, 800 
Main St. In December, all presenting donors 
will receive a coupon for a free appetizer 
or dessert from Chili’s Grill & Bar; prizes 
are non-transferable and not redeemable 
for cash. To make an appointment to donate 
blood, call (800) 733-2767 or visit redcross- 
blood.org. 


Saturday, Dec. 31 


THE SWINGLES SQUARE DANCE 
CLUB will hold a New Year’s Eve Dance 
at the East Longmeadow Senior Center, 328 
North Main St. Social hour at 6 p.m.; pot- 
luck at 6:30 p.m.; early rounds from 7:30 to 
8 p.m.; dance from 8 p.m. until 12:30 a.m. 
Cost is $10 per person; singles and couples 
welcome, spectators free. For more informa- 
tion, call Dick Walker at (413) 525-3324. 


Tuesday, Jan. 3 


THE AGAWAM SENIOR CENTER will 
host a free movie at 12:30 p.m. (“The Ten- 
der Trap”). The public is welcome. 


ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT returns to 
the Agawam Public Library and will be held 
the first Tuesday of the month through May 
from 1-3 p.m. The program is for adults 18 
and older and no registration is necessary. 
The public is welcome. 


THE AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH FAMILY PLAY GROUP offers 
crafts, stories, songs, free play and more on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Playgroup is 
open to children birth through age 5 with a 
parent or caregiver, and takes place at the 
church located at 745 Main St. For more in- 
formation, email jbrownacc @ verizon.net or 
call the office at 786-7111. 


FIRST PARK MEMORIAL BAPTIST 
CHURCH, corner of Forest Park Ave. and 
Garfield Street in Springfield, has a Prayer 
Shawl Ministry that meets every Tuesday 
at 2 p.m. in the church parlor. Participants 
enjoy fellowship while creating shawls for 
those who need them. Every level of knit- 
ting or crocheting is welcome. The public 
is invited to join. For more information, call 
the church office at 734-1715. 


Wednesday, Jan. 4 


THE CHILDREN’S PLAY GROUP of 
First Park Memorial Baptist Church, corner 


Arts 


Junior Women welcome new members 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


The Agawam Junior Women’s Club (AJWC) welcomed three new members at its December meeting. Pic- 
tured from the left are Betsie Stassen, AJWC Membership Chairperson, welcoming newest members Faith 
Footit, Tammy Randall, and Christine Beauchemin. 


of Forest Park Avenue and Garfield Street in 
Springfield, meets every Wednesday from 
10-11:30 a.m. This is an opportunity for 
mothers or fathers and their pre-school age 
children to get together and socialize, share, 
play and laugh. For more information, 
call the church office at (413) 734-1715. 


Thursday, Jan. 5 


AMERICAN LEGION POST 185, lo- 
cated at 478 Springfield St. in Feeding 
Hills, hosts a fish fry every Thursday night 
through March with servings from 4-7 p.m. 
Side orders are also available for purchase. 
Take-out orders are available and the legion 
is handicapped-accessible. Seniors are wel- 
come. 


THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT 
THE QUADRANGLE will present “An- 
cient Civilizations and Birds of Prey” fea- 
turing Julie Anne Collier, licensed birds of 
prey rehabilitator, at 12:15 in the Museum 
of Fine Arts at 21 Edwards St., Springfield. 


Admission is $4 ($2 for museum members). 
Parking is free. For information, call (413) 
263-6800, ext. 488. 


UPCOMING AND ONGOING 


THE EIGHTH SEASON OF THE AGA- 
WAM CULTURAL COUNCIL'S AP- 
PLAUSE SERIES continues Friday, Jan. 6 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Agawam Public Library 
when Southwick residents Ashley Armit- 
age and Bryan Austermann present a broad 
range of pop, jazz, and show tunes. The 
Agawam Public Library is located at 750 
Cooper St. and can be reached by phone at 
(413) 789-1550. This event is free and open 
to the public. 


THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
will host a community blood drive 
Tuesday, Jan. 10 from 1-6 p.m. at 
OMG, 153 Bowles Road, Agawam, 
and again Friday, Jan. 20 at the Aga- 
wam Fire Dept., 800 Main St. from 
noon to 6 p.m. In January, all present- 


ing donors will receive a coupon for 
a free pound of Dunkin’ Donuts cof- 
fee; prizes are not redeemable for cash 
and are non-transferable. To make an 
appointment, call (800) RED CROSS 
(800-733-2767) or visit redcross- 
blood.org. 


THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS AT 
THE QUADRANGLE will present “Creat- 
ing a Collection: French Paintings in Hart- 
ford” featuring Dr. Eric M. Zafran, Hilles 
Curator of European Art, Wadsworth Mu- 
suem, Thursday, Jan. 12, at 12:15 in the 
Museum of Fine Arts at 21 Edwards St., 
Springfield. Admission is $4 ($2 for muse- 
um members). Parking is free. For informa- 
tion, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 488. 


YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may 
be worth more as a donation than a trade-in. 
Call the Massachusetts Association for the 
Blind at (888) 613-2777 for more informa- 
tion. Towing is free. All donations are tax 
deductible. 


It’s all fun and games at 


ACC meeting 


‘Stars Over Springfield’ 
at the science museum 


Culture & Cocktails open to the public 


SPRINGFIELD —- The Spring- 
field Museums’ Culture & Cock- 
tails series will continue with “It’s 
All Fun and Games” on Thurs- 
day, Jan. 5, from 5 to 8 p.m. in 
the Lyman and Merrie Wood 
Museum of Springfield History. 
Guests will be able to try out all 
the activities in the new Hasbro 
GameLand, win prizes playing 
rounds of trivia led by a trivia host, 
and have a “portrait” drawn by a 
caricature artist. Museum School 
art instructor Susan Pecora will 
demonstrate watercolor painting, 
and Nicholas Degon will dem- 
onstrate glass etching. There will 


also be free hors d’oeuvres with a 
cash bar and music played by a DJ. 
Admission is free for members of 
the Springfield Museums and $5 
for non-members. The event is for 
people over age 21. Both members 
and nonmembers are encouraged to 
make advance reservations through 
springfieldmuseums.org or by 
phone at (413) 263-6800, ext. 266. 
The Wood Museum is located at 
the Quadrangle at 21 Edwards St. 
in downtown Springfield. Free, 
secure onsite parking is available. 
For additional information about 
Culture & Cocktails, call (413) 
263-6800, ext. 379. 


The Agawam Cultural Coun- 
cil (ACC) will meet, Tuesday, Jan. 
10 at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Pub- 
lic Library, 750 Cooper St. The 
meeting is open to the public. 
If you have an interest in providing 
diverse cultural events for the town, 
a great opportunity exists with the 
ACC. This all-volunteer organization, 
appointed by the mayor and funded, 
in part, by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, is looking for new members. 
The ACC is charged with bringing en- 
gaging, entertaining, and educational 
events and opportunities in the arts, 
humanities, and sciences, to children 
and adults from Agawam and the sur- 
rounding communities. 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Science Museum’s large 
rooftop telescope will be open for public sky-gazing on Friday, 
Jan. 6, at 7:30 p.m. The program will be held rain or shine. If 
it is cloudy, a planetarium show will be presented in place of 
telescope viewing. 

Stars Over Springfield observatory programs are offered on 
the first Friday of each month from September through May. 
The program features an introductory program on topics such 
as space exploration, seasonal sights of the night sky, current 
astronomical research, or an explanation of events such as an 
eclipse or the appearance of a comet. 

The programs are best suited for families with children ages 
8 and older, however younger children are also welcome. Ad- 
mission is $3 for adults and $2 for children 17 and under. 

The Springfield Science Museum is located on the Quad- 
rangle at 21 Edwards St. in downtown Springfield. Free onsite 
parking is available. For information about astronomy pro- 
grams at the museum, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 318. 
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The gift of words... 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 


Turley Publications courtesy photo 


Members of the West Springfield/ 
Agawam Elks recently distributed 
dictionaries to all third grade stu- 
dents in the Agawam School Sys- 
tem. Pictured above are third grade 
students at Robinson Park School 
and members of the Elks. Back 
row, from left, Elk members Earl 
Roos, Pat Roos and Betty Foley. 
Middle row, from left, A.J. Dillard, 
Nick Burbank, Joe Lochiatto and 
Ben Gordon. Front row, from left, 
Kalene Hamel, Kayla Case and Kyle 
Shields. 
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AIC offers holiday 
break courses 


SPRINGFIELD - American International 
College will offer several courses over the 
holiday break for students who want to earn 
three or more credits in a two-week period. 
Intersession 2012 is open to students at any 
college from Jan. 3— 4. Courses include inter- 
national business, English, management infor- 
mation systems, marketing, political science, 
psychology, sociology and other core courses. 

There are online as well as on campus 
courses being offered, with no application 
necessary and easy registration. 

For more information, contact Pam Robin- 
son at (413) 205-3518 visit www.aic.edu/in- 
tersession. 


